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Dorian grazes 
Carolina coast, aims 
for Outer Banks 

By MEG KINNARD 
Associated Press 

CHARLESTON, S.C. (AP) — Hurricane Dorian sideswiped 
the Carolinas with shrieking winds, tornadoes and side¬ 
ways rain Thursday as it closed in for a possible direct hit 
on the dangerously exposed Outer Banks. At least four 
deaths in the Southeast were blamed on the storm. 
Twisters spun off by Dorian peeled away roofs and flipped 
trailers, and more than 250,000 homes and businesses 
were left without power as the hurricane pushed north 
along the coastline, its winds weakening after sunset to 
100 mph (160 kph). Trees and power lines littered flood¬ 
ed streets in Charleston’s historic downtown. Gusts had 
topped 80 mph (129 kph) in some areas. 

North Carolina’s Outer Banks, a thin line of islands that 
stick out from the U.S. coast like a boxer's chin, braced 
for a hit late Thursday or early Friday. To the north, Virginia 
was also in harm’s way, and a round of evacuations was 
ordered there. 

Continued on Page 2 



Residents of the Boardwalk RV Park discuss the path of a possible waterspout or tornado, generated 
by Hurricane Dorian, struck the area, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2019, in Emerald Isle, N.C. 

Associated Press 
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Dorian grazes Carolina coast, aims for Outer Banks 



Mobile homes are upended and debris is strewn about at the Holiday Trav-I Park, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2019, in Emerald Isle, N.C, after 
a possible tornado generated by Hurricane Dorian struck the area. 


Continued from Front 

The damage from the 
same storm that mauled 
the Bahamas was merci¬ 
fully light in many parts of 
South Carolina and Geor¬ 
gia as well, and by midaft¬ 
ernoon many of the 1.5 mil¬ 
lion people who had been 
told to evacuate in three 
states were allowed to re¬ 
turn. 

But overnight winds will 
cause trees and branches 
to fall on power lines, and 
debris could block repair 
crews from accessing 
damaged lines, said Mike 
Burnette senior vice presi¬ 
dent of Electric Coopera¬ 
tives, a North Carolina utility 
provider. Customers should 
prepare for prolonged 
power outages, he said. 
“We have a long night 
ahead of us. Everyone 
needs to stay in a safe 
place and off the roads un¬ 
til the storm passes,” North 
Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper 
said. About 150 evacuees 
were camped out at Char¬ 
lotte Motor Speedway in 
North Carolina, speedway 
spokesman Scott Cooper 
said. 


After leaving at least 20 
people dead when it 
slammed the Bahamas 


winds, Dorian swept past 
Florida at a relatively safe 
distance, grazed Geor¬ 
gia, and then hugged the 
South Carolina-North Caro¬ 
lina coastline. 

“I think we're in for a great 
big mess,” said 61-year-old 
Leslie Lanier, who decided 
to stay behind and board¬ 
ed up her home and book¬ 
store on Ocracoke Island 
on the Outer Banks, making 
sure to move the volumes 5 
to 6 feet off the ground. 
The National Hurricane 
Center forecast as much 
as 15 inches of rain for the 
coastal Carolinas, with 
flash-flooding likely. 

In Charleston, a historic port 
city of handsome antebel¬ 
lum homes on a peninsula 
that is prone to flooding 
even from ordinary storms, 
Dorian toppled some 150 
trees, swamped roads and 
brought down power lines, 
officials said, but the flood¬ 
ing and wind weren’t near¬ 
ly as bad as feared. 
Walking along Charles¬ 
ton’s stone battery, college 
student Zachary Johnson 
sounded almost disap¬ 
pointed that Dorian hadn’t 
done more. 

“I mean, it'd be terrible if it 
did, don’t get me wrong. I 


don’t know — I'm just wait¬ 
ing for something crazy 
to happen, I guess,” said 
Johnson, 24. 

Dorian apparently 

spawned at least one tor¬ 
nado in North Myrtle Beach, 
South Carolina, damaging 
several homes, and anoth¬ 
er twister touched down 
in the beach town of Em¬ 
erald Isle, North Carolina, 
mangling and overturning 
several trailer homes in a 
jumble of sheet metal. No 
immediate injuries were 
reported. In coastal Wilm¬ 
ington, North Carolina, just 
above the South Carolina 
line, heavy rain fell horizon¬ 
tally, trees bent in the wind 
and traffic lights swayed as 
the hurricane drew near. 
The four deaths attributed 
to the storm took place in 
Florida and North Carolina. 
All of them involved men 
who died in falls or by elec¬ 
trocution while trimming 
trees, putting up storm shut¬ 
ters or otherwise getting 
ready for the hurricane. 

At 8 p.m. EDT, Dorian was 
centered about 30 miles 
(48 kilometers) south of 
Cape Fear, North Caro¬ 
lina, near the state's bor¬ 
der with South Carolina. 
The Category 2 storm had 


Associated Press 

maximum sustained winds 
of 100 mph (161 kph) and 
was moving northeast at 10 
mph (16 kph). As it closed 
in on the Eastern Seaboard, 
Navy ships were ordered to 
ride out the storm at sea, 
and military aircraft were 
moved inland. More than 
700 airline flights sched¬ 
uled for Thursday and Fri¬ 
day were canceled. And 
hundreds of shelter ani¬ 
mals were airlifted from 
coastal South Carolina to 
Delaware. Tybee Island, 
Georgia, population 3,000, 
came through the storm 
without flooding. “If the 
worst that comes out of this 
is people blame others for 
calling evacuations, then 
that’s wonderful,” Mayor 
Jason Buelterman said. 

By midday Thursday, coast¬ 
al residents in Georgia and 
some South Carolina coun¬ 
ties were allowed to go 
home. 

Still, South Carolina Gov. 
Henry McMaster warned of 
new dangers ahead. 
“Don’t be surprised if there 
was water in your home. 
You might have animals, 
snakes. You don’t know 
what might be in there, so 
be very careful as you re¬ 
turn," he said. □ 


with 185 mph (295 kph) 
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New push for racial equality in the marijuana trade 



In this March 25,2018 file photo, a visitor examines a marijuana 
sample at the New England Cannabis Convention in Boston. 

Associated Press 


By WILLIAM J. KOLE 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Black en¬ 
trepreneurs who say peo¬ 
ple of color are being shut 
out of the lucrative marijua¬ 
na trade are joining forces 
to close the gap. 

Real Action for Cannabis 
Equity, or RACE, launched 
Thursday in Boston, and its 
founders said the coalition 
will work to create more 
opportunities in the industry 
for minority owners. 
Organizers said they're frus¬ 
trated that all but two of 
Massachusetts' 184 mari¬ 
juana business licenses 
have been issued to white 
operators. Voters in the 
state approved recreation¬ 
al marijuana use and sales 
in a 2016 referendum. 
Across the U.S., black peo¬ 
ple have had difficulty en¬ 
tering the marijuana trade, 
often because they histori¬ 
cally were targeted by an¬ 
ti-drug crackdowns that left 
them with criminal records. 
In Massachusetts, black 


people were 3.3 times more 
likely than white people to 
be arrested for marijuana 
possession in 2014 — two 
years before legalization — 
despite using the drug at 
similar rates, RACE said in a 
statement. 

Many communities are us¬ 
ing those convictions to 
deliberately exclude peo¬ 
ple of color as they license 
marijuana businesses, said 
coalition co-founder Rich¬ 
ard Harding. 

“On the municipal level, this 
is not unlike the Jim Crow 
laws or civil rights struggles 
of the past, whereby high¬ 
er-level mandates for equi¬ 
ty are being intentionally or 
irresponsibly ignored on the 
local level,” Harding said. 
RACE said discrimination 
persists even though the 
Massachusetts ballot initia¬ 
tive included mandates 
aimed at promoting equity 
for people of color who 
were disproportionately 
prosecuted, criminalized 
and incarcerated during 


marijuana prohibition and 
the war on drugs. 
“Statewide, the voters have 
clearly called for legaliza¬ 
tion to be carried forth in 
a manner that promotes 
equity, but on the munici¬ 
pal level, from Brockton 
to Cambridge to Western 
Massachusetts, equity is be¬ 
ing sabotaged,” Harding 
said. “Fairness is not being 
achieved in the process, 
and it is certainly not being 
achieved in the result.” 

The coalition said it will pro¬ 
mote the interests of en¬ 
trepreneurs and workers of 
color as they seek equal 
access to the marijuana 
business, starting with a 
voter outreach campaign 
aimed at raising aware¬ 
ness of the racial and eth¬ 
nic gap. The campaign will 
include ads on Facebook, 
YouTube and other plat¬ 
forms, it said. 

RACE planned to hold a 
silent demonstration Friday 
afternoon outside Cam¬ 
bridge city hall. 


Messages were left seeking 
comment from city officials. 
The state's Cannabis Con¬ 
trol Commission, which 
regulates the industry in 
Massachusetts, told The As¬ 
sociated Press it’s commit¬ 
ted to an industry “which 
includes full participation 
from people of color.” 

“The commission will con¬ 
tinue to collaborate with 
municipalities, other state 
agencies and the private 
sector to ensure Massa¬ 


chusetts' industry looks like 
Massachusetts,” it said. 
Nationwide, cities and 
states have been taking 
steps to encourage minori¬ 
ties to enter the growing 
cannabis industry and re¬ 
move legal obstacles. Most 
of the measures are aimed 
at ensuring people with 
past marijuana convictions 
aren't excluded from ap¬ 
plying for a retail license 
or working in a cannabis 
business. □ 
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Confrontation between ICE 
and suspect leads to shots fired 


A bullet hole can be seen in the front window of a box truck 
where law enforcement officers where investigate after shots 
were fired involving Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
agents in the parking lot of a Food Lion store, Thursday, Sept. 5, 
2019, in the Antioch neighborhood of Nashville, Tenn. 

Associated Press 


By TRAVIS LOLLER 
Associated Press 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 

An Immigration and Cus¬ 
toms Enforcement agent 
opened fire in a grocery 
store parking lot in Tennes¬ 
see early Thursday during 
an attempted apprehen¬ 
sion, ICE spokesman Bryan 
Cox said. 

Cox said the shooting 
came after agents pulled 
over an individual who had 
been under surveillance. 
Cox did not identify the 
person by name but said 
he was a 39-year-old Mexi¬ 


can national who has been 
deported multiple times 
from the U.S. 

After agents identified 
themselves as working for 
ICE, the person attempt¬ 
ed to flee, driving toward 
an agent who had been 
standing in front of the ve¬ 
hicle, Cox said. 

“The officer pulled a weap¬ 
on and fired fwo shofs info 
the vehicle," Cox said. “I 
don’t know if the officer 
was injured.” 

If was also unclear if fhe 
suspect had been injured. 
ICE called Nashville police 
about the weapons dis¬ 
charge just after 7 a.m., but 
the suspect had not been 
apprehended as of midaft¬ 
ernoon. 

Nashville Mayor David Bri¬ 
ley released a statement 
saying police were look¬ 
ing for the man so that he 
could receive medical as¬ 
sistance. 

“My top priority remains the 
safety and well-being of 
all of the residents of Nash¬ 
ville,” he said. 

Briley has emphasized that 
Nashville police are not in¬ 
volved in immigration en¬ 
forcement. 

In July, they were called to 
the scene when ICE agents 
tried to arrest a man in 
his driveway and he and 
his son refused to leave 
their vehicle, prompting a 
standoff. 

Nashville police said they 
were instructed not to get 
involved but to keep the 
peace if necessary. The 
standoff lasted for four 
hours wifh neighbors pitch¬ 
ing in to help the father 
and son by bringing them 


food and water. 

Eventually the immigration 
agents left. 

Then last week, Briley called 
for an investigation of re¬ 
ports that Nashville proba¬ 
tion officers were working 
with federal immigration 
agents by passing along in¬ 
formation such as address¬ 
es and phone numbers. Bri¬ 
ley called the actions “ab¬ 
solutely unacceptable.” 
Earlier this week, Briley di¬ 
rected city attorneys to in¬ 
vestigate grounds for chal¬ 
lenging Tennessee’s anti- 
sanctuary-city law, which 
threatens to withhold some 
state funding from local 
governments that adopt 
policies restricting compli¬ 
ance with federal immigra¬ 
tion requests. 

On Thursday, Nashville po¬ 
lice secured the scene 
while waiting for federal 
agents to arrive. 

Cox said the ICE Office of 
Professional Responsibility 
will inquire into the weap¬ 
ons discharge, but the 
main investigation will be 
conducted by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

FBI spokesman Joel Sis- 
kovic said his agency was 
asked to investigate a po¬ 
tential assault on a federal 
officerO 
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Nebraska prison on lockdown, watchdog cites rising tensions 


By GRANT SCHULTE 
Associated Press 
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Ne¬ 
braska's largest prison was 
on lockdown Thursday 
so officers could comb 
through the facility, search¬ 
ing for drugs, alcohol, cell¬ 
phones and weapons that 
officials blame for feeding 
a surge of violent assaults 
on staff members. 
Administrators said the 
search that began 
Wednesday was a “no 
holds barred” attempt to 
stop contraband from flow¬ 
ing into the Nebraska State 
Penitentiary in Lincoln, but 
at least one state official 
expressed concern fhe ef¬ 
fort could stoke even more 
anger among inmates fol¬ 
lowing months of rising ten¬ 
sions. Prison officials were 
holding all inmates in their 
cells and only allowing 
them out with a staff es¬ 
cort, with no set end date. 
“There should be some 
concerns about what hap¬ 
pens when they open the 
doors back up,” said Doug 
Koebernick, the inspec¬ 
tor general for corrections. 
“My thought is if they need 
to do this, they should do it 
thoroughly but also swiftly." 
Koebernick issued a report 
last month that warned of 
“alarming” conditions at 
the state penitentiary due 
to persistent staffing short¬ 
ages and record levels of 
staff overtime. 

Koebernick said he has 
spoken with several in¬ 
mates since the lockdown 
began who believe they’re 
being punished for fhe ac¬ 
tions of a few people. 
Koebernick said the in¬ 
mates are upset because 
prison officials aren’t letting 
them shower and are re¬ 
stricting their access to sup¬ 
plies they need to clean 
their cells. He said prisoners 
aren’t getting their usual 
meals, and one inmate 


told Koebernick that he 
missed a chance to attend 
an anti-violence class he 
needs to qualify for parole. 
The Nebraska State Peni¬ 
tentiary reported three in¬ 
cidents in which staff mem¬ 
bers were assaulted so 
far this month, said Laura 
Strimple, a corrections de¬ 
partment spokeswoman. 
There were four such inci¬ 
dents in August, five in July, 
three each in June and 
May, and one in April. 

The actual number of staff 
members who were as¬ 
saulted is likely higher, 
however, because one 
reported incident can in¬ 
clude multiple assaults at 
the same time. Koeber¬ 
nick said the numbers also 
don't include inmate-on- 
inmate assaults or smaller 
infractions, such as spitting 
on a corrections officer. 
Michele Wilhelm, fhe pris¬ 
on’s warden, said one staff 
member went to the hos¬ 
pital after being assaulted, 
and a few inmates were 
sent for oufside freatmenf 
as well. Scoff Frakes, the 
correction department's 
director, said the lockdown 
wasn’t the result of staffing 
problems in fhe prison. He 
said officials want to figure 
ouf where contraband is 
hidden and how it is being 
made or smuggled into the 
prison. Prison officials re¬ 
cently found methamphet- 
amine and homemade 
shanks in the penitentiary 
and have reported an in¬ 
crease in the synthetic drug 
K2. They also are dealing 
with cellphones which are 
used to make illicit contact 
with the outside world and 
coordinate gang activity. 
“No matter if it’s K2, alcohol 
or other substances, staff 
members are dealing with 
inmates who are intoxicat¬ 
ed and ore often confron¬ 
tational when they are in 
that state,” Frakes said in 
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This undated file photo shows the Nebraska State Penitentiary in Lincoln, Neb. 
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a statement. “That, in ad- weapons that have been serious compromise to fa- 
dition to the homemade discovered, represents a cility safety.”Q 
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Oregon death is 2nd linked to vaping, 1st tied to pot shop 


By GILLIAN FLACCUS 
Associated Press 
PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — 

Public health officials in 
Oregon said Wednesday 
that a person who recently 
died of a severe respiratory 
illness had used an elec¬ 
tronic cigarette contain¬ 
ing marijuana oil from a 
legal dispensary, the sec¬ 
ond death linked to vap¬ 
ing nationwide and the first 
tied to a vaping product 
bought at a pot shop. 
Officials have not deter¬ 
mined what sickened the 
middle-aged adult, wheth¬ 
er the product was con¬ 
taminated or whether they 
may have added some¬ 
thing to the liquid in the 
device after buying it, said 
Dr. Ann Thomas with the Or¬ 
egon Health Authority. 
Thomas declined to name 


the brand of the product or 
the dispensary during the 
investigation and said it's 
the only case of vaping-re- 
lated illness or death in Or¬ 
egon that authorities know 
about. 

“Our investigation has not 
yielded exactly what it is in 
this product,” Thomas said. 
“At this point, some of the 
other states have more 
data than us.” 

As of last week, 215 pos¬ 
sible cases of severe lung 
disease associated with 
the use of e-cigarettes had 
been reported by 25 states, 
according to the federal 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. The bat¬ 
tery-powered vaping de¬ 
vices can be used to inhale 
a flavored nicotine solution 
or a solution infused with 
marijuana oil. 
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In this Aug. 28,2019, file photo, a man exhales while smoking an 
e-cigarette in Portland, Maine. 


Illinois officials on Friday re¬ 
ported what they consider 
the first death in the na¬ 
tion linked to vaping after 
the person contracted a 
serious lung disease. They 
didn’t say if the e-cigarette 
contained marijuana oil or 
just nicotine. 

Health officials in some 
states have said a number 
of people who got sick had 
vaped products containing 
THC, the compound that 
gives marijuana its high. 
That’s a critical distinction 
in the Oregon case, ac¬ 
cording to the American 
Vaping Association, which 
has blamed the recent 
spate of lung illnesses on il¬ 
legal vape pens that con¬ 
tain THC. 

Wisconsin public health of¬ 
ficials said late last month 
that 89% of the people they 
interviewed who became 
sick reported using e-ciga- 
rettes or other vaping de¬ 
vices to inhale THC. 

In New York state, 32 cases 
of vaping-related illness 
have been reported, with 
a “vast majority” involv¬ 
ing people who vape illicit 
marijuana. None has in¬ 
volved medical marijuana 
products sold in compli¬ 
ance with state law. 


Associated Press 

New York officials are focus¬ 
ing their investigation on an 
additive used in black-mar¬ 
ket vape oils made from 
vitamin E. A state health 
department spokeswoman 
said a lab has found “high 
levels” of vitamin E acetate 
in “nearly all" the marijua¬ 
na samples involved. 
Officials cautioned, how¬ 
ever, that there have been 
respiratory illnesses diag¬ 
nosed where the vaping 
product did not contain 
marijuana. 

“It’s kind of scary and it’s 
hard to believe that any 
vaping is really safe at this 
point,” said Thomas, the Or¬ 
egon doctor. 

In Oregon, where mari¬ 
juana is broadly legal for 
adults 21 and older, dispen¬ 
saries can't sell products 
that have not been tested 
by state-accredited labs. 
Mark Pettinger, spokes¬ 
man for the Oregon Liquor 
Control Commission, which 
oversees Oregon’s legal 
marijuana industry, said the 
investigation was in its ear¬ 
ly stages, but if it turns out 
the THC oil was implicated, 
his agency can track the 
product back to its origin 
and review all the testing 
results. 


In general, all marijuana 
intended for sale at a le¬ 
gal dispensary is tested for 
pesticides and potency, as 
well as for solvents, if the 
product is not dried mari¬ 
juana flower. 

U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden of Or¬ 
egon said he will introduce 
legislation next week that 
would tax e-cigarettes in 
the same way as tradition¬ 
al cigarettes to reduce the 
appeal to teenagers who 
are increasingly taking up 
the popular smoking alter¬ 
native. 

“The products are highly 
addictive. They’re subject 
to minimal safety standards 
and oversights, exposing 
users to dangerous chemi¬ 
cals ... and they are get¬ 
ting into the hands of more 
and more young people," 
Wyden said. 

The American Vaping Asso¬ 
ciation said in a statement 
that vaping products are 
“far less harmful than smok¬ 
ing” and have helped peo¬ 
ple break their addiction to 
traditional cigarettes. 
“Making vaping products 
more expensive has not 
been shown to reduce ex¬ 
perimentation by youth 
and will only lead to more 
adults continuing to smoke 
deadly combustible ciga¬ 
rettes,” association presi¬ 
dent Gregory Conley said 
in an email. 

Health experts say nicotine 
is harmful to developing 
brains. Researchers worry 
that addicted teens will 
eventually switch from vap¬ 
ing to smoking. 

Most experts agree the 
aerosol in e-cigarettes is 
less harmful than traditional 
cigarette smoke because 
it does not contain most 
of the cancer-causing 
byproducts of burning to¬ 
bacco. But there is virtually 
no research on the long¬ 
term effects of the vaping 
chemicals, some of which 
are toxic. □ 
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Group seeking to 
overturn Oklahoma gun 
law falls short 


OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — A group seeking to stop a new 
law that would allow people in Oklahoma to openly car¬ 
ry firearms without training or a background check is ac¬ 
knowledging they fell short of the number of signatures 
needed for a statewide vote on the issue. 

In a court filing on Thursday, an attorney for the group 
estimates they gathered between 30,000 and 50,000 sig¬ 
natures. They would have needed nearly 60,000 signa¬ 
tures from registered voters to qualify the question for the 
ballot. 

Attorney Brian Ted Jones says one reason for the uncer¬ 
tainty is because supporters were dropping off signatures 
right up until the Aug. 29 deadline. 

Led by Democratic state Rep. Jason Lowe and the gun 
safety group Moms Demand Action, supporters say they 
were prompted to act after two mass shootings last 
month. □ 



In this May 21, 2019 file photo, o group gathers to protest abortion restrictions at the State Capitol 
in Austin, Texas. 

Associated Press 



In this Thursday, Aug. 29, 2019 photo, Oklahoma state Rep. 
Jason Lowe, D-Oklahoma City, gestures to a stack of petitions 
during a news conference, in Oklahoma City. 

Associated Press 



Texas hoping to revive law 
on burial of fetal remains 


By KEVIN McGILL 
Associated Press 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Texas 
attorneys asked a federal 
appeals court Thursday to 
revive the state’s require¬ 
ment that fetal remains 
from abortions and miscar¬ 
riages at health care facili¬ 
ties be buried or cremated. 
A three-judge panel of the 
5th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap¬ 
peals in New Orleans gave 
no indication when it would 
rule following the argu¬ 
ments. One panel member 
raised the possibility that a 
decision could be delayed 
until after the Supreme 
Court rules in a pending 
Louisiana abortion regula¬ 
tion case. No date for con¬ 
sideration has been set in 
that case. 

The law, blocked last year 
by U.S. District Judge David 
Ezra, requires that fetal tis¬ 
sue remains from abortions, 
miscarriages or ectopic 
pregnancies at health care 
facilities, including abortion 
clinics, be buried or cre¬ 
mated. It requires that ash¬ 
es from cremation of such 
remains be scattered “in 


any manner as authorized 
by law” or buried. It says 
they cannot be placed in 
a landfill. Lawyers for the 
state, in defending the law, 
say abortion rights attor¬ 
neys challenging the law 
on behalf of clinics failed to 
prove those facilities would 
be unable to comply with 
the law. And they said Tex¬ 
as has a legitimate legal 
interest in “respecting the 
dignity of unborn life.” 
“Treating embryos and 
fetuses as medical waste 
... is the literal definition of 
devaluing them,” Beth Klus- 
mann, an assistant solici¬ 
tor general with the Texas 
Attorney General’s Office, 
told the panel, arguing that 
Ezra's ruling should be over¬ 
turned. Ezra also found that 
the law imposes a burden 
on women seeking abor¬ 
tions because it “increases 
the grief, stigma, shame, 
and distress of women ex¬ 
periencing an abortion, 
whether induced or spon¬ 
taneous.” 

Klusmann emphasized that 
the clinics lacked testimony 
from their clients regarding 


their feelings about the buri¬ 
al and cremation require¬ 
ments. But David Brown, 
an attorney for the clinics, 
noted the trial record did 
include testimony from a 
woman who sought treat¬ 
ment at a hospital for a mis¬ 
carriage. He said she was 
upset upon learning of the 
hospital’s requirement for 
interment of the remains. 
The case was heard by the 
5th Circuit's chief judge, 
Carl Stewart, a nominee of 
President Bill Clinton; Judge 
Rhesa Barksdale, nomi¬ 
nated to the court by Presi¬ 
dent George H.W. Bush; 
and Judge Gregg Costa, 
nominated by President 
Barack Obama. 

Costa questioned both 
sides about whether it 
might be best to put off a 
decision until after the Su¬ 
preme Court rules in the 
Louisiana case, June Medi¬ 
cal Services v. Gee. The 
case involves that state’s 
currently blocked require¬ 
ment that says abortion 
providers must have admit¬ 
ting privileges at nearby 
hospitalsO 
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Meanwhile, across the English channel, EU waits 



Commuters walk past the European Commission headquarters in Brussels, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By LORNE COOK 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — As Brexit 
recriminations reached fe¬ 
ver pitch in London Thurs¬ 
day, Britain’s European 
Union partners were keep¬ 
ing their distance. 

For weeks, they’ve been 
waiting for Britain’s new 
prime minister, Boris John¬ 
son, to make a concrete 
suggestion on how to end 
the impasse over their di¬ 
vorce agreement. Without 
any fundamental change 
of approach, they are 
showing little willingness to 
grant another extension to 
Britain's departure from the 
bloc. 

All they can do in the fe¬ 
brile atmosphere in London 
where Johnson has lost a 
series of votes in Parliament 
is to continue to wait. It’s 
clear that Britain's depar¬ 
ture from the EU is reach¬ 
ing a new moment of truth 
that could see Johnson’s 
government fall, a general 
election next month and 
potentially a referendum 
further out on the country’s 
exit. 

Johnson has said he would 
“step up the tempo” in 
Brexit negotiations but 
there are few signs of any 
progress. 

While the sides are holding 
technical level talks aimed 
at finding a way forward, 
no new proposals have 


been made on the main 
sticking point — how to 
maintain a seamless and 
open border between EU 
member Ireland and North¬ 
ern Ireland, which is part of 
the U.K. 

To most EU ears, Johnson's 
hoped-for deal appears to 
be purely intended for do¬ 
mestic consumption. 

“For the talks to make prog¬ 
ress, we would need to re¬ 
ceive concrete proposals 
that are compatible with 
the withdrawal agree¬ 
ment,” European Commis¬ 
sion spokeswoman Mina 
Andreeva told reporters 
Thursday, a day after the 
first round of technical talks. 


The commission is running 
Brexit negotiations on be¬ 
half of Britain's 27 European 
partners. Andreeva said 
Johnson's negotiator David 
Frost and EU counterparts 
have “agreed to meet 
again on Friday." Two fur¬ 
ther rounds are scheduled 
for next week, should there 
be anything to discuss, no¬ 
tably on the Irish border 
question. 

Britain wants the backstop 
removed from the divorce 
agreement. The EU insists 
it must stay until a better 
way is found to ensure that 
no hard border is erected 
between two communities 
once plagued by conflict. 


“For all the PM’s bluster 
about getting a deal, there 
are no real negotiations 
going on in Brussels, despite 
the EU's door remaining 
wide open,” said Philippe 
Lamberts, a member of 
the European Parliament’s 
Brexit Steering Group and 
Greens party leader. 

“It’s quite clear that John¬ 
son’s disingenuous strategy 
is designed to push the U.K. 
off a no-deal cliff-edge 
and to cement his own po¬ 
sition regardless of the costs 
to the British people," Lam¬ 
berts said after talks at the 
assembly with the EU’s Brex¬ 
it negotiator Michel Barnier 
on Wednesday. 


Beyond differences of 
opinion over the pace of 
Johnson's “blistering” ne¬ 
gotiations agenda, the 
EU is reluctant to consider 
any Brexit extension be¬ 
yond Oct. 31. The original 
deadline was March 29 
and that’s been extended 
twice to the current Brexit 
date. 

British lawmakers are well 
on course to enacting a 
law that would compel the 
government to seek a de¬ 
lay rather than crash out 
without an agreement on 
Flalloween; a move with 
heavy economic and polit¬ 
ical costs. That delay could 
last three more months. 
French President Emmanu¬ 
el Macron argued in April 
when the latest extension 
was approved that a long 
delay could weaken the 
EU's institutions and un¬ 
dermine the way the bloc 
operates. Fie has opposed 
repeated extensions, say¬ 
ing the EU must not be 
“trapped in the Brexit’s un¬ 
certainty.” 

Meeting Johnson in Paris 
last month, he reaffirmed 
his priority was “to protect 
the European project." Fie 
also told reporters that he 
sees no reason to grant a 
further delay unless there's 
a major political change, 
such as a general election 
in Britain or a new referen¬ 
dum, to justify it.Q 


This time it’s Boris Johnson’s younger brother jumping ship 



In this Wednesday, Sept. 4,2019 file photo, Britain's Conservative 
Party lawmaker Jo Johnson arrives at Downing Street in London. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) —British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson's bad 
week got even worse Thurs¬ 
day when younger brother 
Jo walked away from his 
government post over their 
differing stances on Brexit. 

It was clearly a difficult de¬ 
cision for Jo Johnson, who 
had returned to govern¬ 
ment as an education min¬ 
ister when his big brother 
replaced Theresa May as 
prime minister in July. 

Jo Johnson had quit May’s 
government last year and 
argued that Britain should 
have another vote over its 
decision to leave the Euro¬ 
pean Union. 

FHis pro-European creden¬ 
tials stood at odds with 
those of his brother's, who 


became prime minister on 
a pledge to leave the EU 
by the Oct. 31 Brexit dead¬ 
line — come what may. 


Jo Johnson — who shares 
his brother's prominent 
blond hair — also said he 
will step down from Parlia¬ 


ment rather than compete 
at the next election. 

Fie said he was “torn be¬ 
tween family loyalty and 
the national interest” and 
came to the conclusion 
that it was time for some¬ 
one else to fill his shoes in 
Parliament and in govern¬ 
ment. 

Boris Johnson said his broth¬ 
er “does not agree with me 
about the European Union 
because it’s an issue that 
obviously divides families 
and divides everybody.” 
The illustrious Johnson fam¬ 
ily is deeply split over the 
wisdom of leaving the EU. 
Boris Johnson played a key 
cheerleading role in the 
2016 Brexit referendum, 
helping convince a slight 
majority of the country to 


vote in favor of splitting 
from the bloc. 

Fie is now quite willing to 
accept a “no-deal” Brexit, 
a position Jo Johnson re¬ 
jects. 

Sister Rachel Johnson, a 
journalist and TV personal¬ 
ity, is in favor of keeping 
Britain within the EU — she 
tweets that the family 
doesn't bring Brexit up at 
dinner to avoid ganging up 
on the prime minister. 

Their 79-year-old father 
Stanley Johnson, an author 
and former Conservative 
member of the European 
Parliament, has switched 
sides and now backs leav¬ 
ing the EU, although he 
seems to focus more on 
environmental issues and 
wildlife protection.□ 
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Iran poised for faster centrifuges as nuclear deal collapses 



In this July 21, 2019 file photo, a speedboat of the Iran’s Revolutionary Guard moves around a 
British-flagged oil tanker, the Stena Impero, which was seized by the Guard, in the Iranian port of 
Bandar Abbas. 


By AMIR VAHDAT 
JON GAMBRELL 
Associated Press 
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran 
was poised Thursday to 
begin work on advanced 
centrifuges that will en¬ 
rich uranium faster as the 
2015 nuclear deal unravels 
further and a last-minute 
French proposal offering a 
$15-billion line of credit to 
compensate Iran for not 
being able to sell its crude 
oil abroad because of U.S. 
sanctions looked increas¬ 
ingly unlikely. 

Meanwhile, Iran released 
seven crew members from 
a detained British-flagged 
oil tanker Stena Impero in 
a goodwill gesture and the 
mariners flew out of Iran, 
the ship's owner said. 

Iran has yet to say official¬ 
ly what exact steps it will 
take as a deadline it gave 
Europeans to salvage the 
deal is to expire on Friday. 
However, centrifuges that 
speed enrichment would 
further shorten the time 
Tehran would need to have 
enough material available 
to build a nuclear weapon 
— if it chose to do so. 

Under the deal, which has 
steadily unraveled after 
President Donald Trump’s 
unilateral withdrawal of the 
U.S. from the accord last 
year, experts thought Iran 
would need about a year 
to reach that point. 

Iran’s atomic energy 
agency was to make an 
announcement on Satur¬ 
day detailing its next step, 
which President Hassan 
Rouhani described as high¬ 
ly significant, according 
to the semi-official Tasnim 
news agency and other 
Iranian media. The details 


would be unveiled at a 
press conference in Tehran, 
the reports said. 

The U.S. has continued its 
effort to choke off Iran's 
crude oil sales abroad, a 
crucial source of govern¬ 
ment revenue. Iranian For¬ 
eign Minister Mohammad 
Javad Zarif, who continues 
a whirlwind global diplo¬ 
matic tour, insists his coun¬ 
try will do everything it can 
to keep those sales going, 
though he described U.S. 
sanctions in an angry tweet 
Thursday as the equivalent 
of a “jail warden.” 

“We will sell our oil, one way 
or the other," Zarif told Rus¬ 
sian broadcaster RT in a re¬ 
cently aired interview. “The 
United States will not be 
able to prevent that.” 
Tensions between Iran and 
the U.S. have been growing 
since Trump’s pullout from 


the nuclear deal, which 
saw Tehran agree to limit 
its uranium enrichment in 
exchange for the lifting of 
economic sanctions. Trump 
subsequently re-imposed 
old sanctions on Iran and 
created new ones, going 
as far as targeting Iranian 
officials like Zarif and Iran's 
paramilitary Revolutionary 
Guard. 

Meanwhile, mysterious oil 
tanker attacks struck near 
the Strait of Hormuz in re¬ 
cent weeks, attacks that 
the U.S. blames on Iran. Teh¬ 
ran denies it was involved. 
Iran also shot down a U.S. 
military surveillance drone 
and seized oil tankers as 
America deployed nucle¬ 
ar-capable B-52 bombers, 
advanced fighter jets and 
more troops to the region. 
The U.S. has sought to 
seize an Iranian oil tanker, 


Associated Press 

the Adrian Darya-1, now 
thought by analysts to be 
off the Syrian coast despite 
a pledge by Tehran that its 
cargo wasn't bound there. 
In his speech late Wednes¬ 
day, Rouhani said Tehran 
would soon begin work 
on research and develop¬ 
ment of “all kinds” of cen¬ 
trifuges that enrich uranium 
by rapidly spinning uranium 
hexafluoride gas. 

Iran has begun breaking 
limits of the deal, such as 
just creeping beyond its 
3.67%-enrichment limit and 
its stockpile rules. Using ad¬ 
vanced centrifuges speeds 
up enrichment and Ira¬ 
nian officials already have 
raised the idea of enriching 
to 20% — a small technical 
step from weapons-grade 
levels of 90%. 

Iran long has maintained 
its nuclear program is for 


peaceful purposes and 
denies it seeks an atomic 
bomb. However, Western 
nations have pointed to 
previous Iranian research 
into a weapons program 
that U.N. experts say largely 
ended in 2003. 

France in recent days had 
pushed the idea of offer¬ 
ing Iran a $15 billion credit 
to sell its oil, though details 
remain unclear and it ap¬ 
peared the deal wouldn’t 
come through before Iran’s 
deadline Friday. 

That appears to show Iran 
trying to resort to its own 
maximum pressure cam¬ 
paign through the nuclear 
program to get what it 
wants, said Henry Rome, 
an analyst for the Eurasia 
Group. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu, a longtime 
hawk on Iran, called on the 
world to increase its pres¬ 
sure on Tehran before flying 
to London for meetings with 
British officials on Thursday. 
While Trump maintains 
he's open for North Korea- 
style talks with Iran, his ad¬ 
ministration has continu¬ 
ally upped its pressure on 
the Islamic Republic. On 
Wednesday, the U.S. im¬ 
posed new sanctions on 
an oil shipping network 
it alleged had ties to the 
Guard and offered up to 
$15 million for anyone with 
information that disrupts 
the Guard’s operations. 
“There will be more sanc¬ 
tions coming,” Brian Hook, 
the U.S. special envoy for 
Iran, told reporters at the 
State Department. “We 
can’t make it any more 
clear that we are commit¬ 
ted to this campaign of 
maximum pressure.”□ 
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Turkey threatens to open gates for Syria refugees to go West 



Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan speaks to his ruling party officials, in Ankara, Turkey, 
Thursday, Sept. 5, 2019. 


By SUZAN FRASER 
Associated Press 
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — 

Turkey's president on Thurs¬ 
day threatened to “open 
the gates” and allow a 
flood of Syrian refugees to 
leave Turkey for Western 
countries unless a so-called 
“safe zone” is established 
inside Syria soon in negotia¬ 
tions with the Americans. 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, in 
a speech to his ruling party 
officials, lamented what he 
described as Turkey being 
left to shoulder the burden 
of Syrian refugees alone. 
Turkey is determined to cre¬ 
ate the safe zone inside Syr¬ 
ia, along its border with the 
war-torn country, and was 
ready to do it alone be¬ 
fore the end of the month if 
there is no agreement with 
the United States. 

“We will be forced to open 
the gates. We cannot be 
forced to handle the bur¬ 
den alone,” Erdogan said, 
reiterating Turkey’s annoy¬ 
ance that past propos¬ 
als for the creation of the 
safe zone — envisioned as 
a place where refugees 
could be re-settled — has 
been ignored by Western 
nations. 

“We did not receive the 
support needed from the 


world and especially from 
the European Union, con¬ 
cerning the burden-shar¬ 
ing,” he said. 

Turkey opened its borders 
to Syrians in April 2011 and 
is currently home to 3.6 mil¬ 
lion who fled the civil war, 
now in its ninth year. But as 
Turkey suffers an economic 
downturn and rising un¬ 
employment, calls among 


Turks for Syrians to go home 
are growing. 

Hundreds of Syrian refu¬ 
gees have been detained 
and reportedly forcibly de¬ 
ported to Syria recently , 
according to accounts by 
refugees. The Turkish gov¬ 
ernment categorically de¬ 
nies reports of forced de¬ 
portations. 

Turkey reached a deal 


Associated Press 

with the European Union 
in March 2016 under which 
Turkey would stem the flow 
of migrants into Europe in 
return for funds to help sup¬ 
port the refugees and visa- 
free travel for Turkish citi¬ 
zens. But Erdogan accuses 
European nations of not 
keeping to its side of the 
bargain and has frequently 
threatened to back away 


from the deal. 

In Brussels, European Com¬ 
mission spokeswoman Na¬ 
tasha Bertaud told report¬ 
ers that both Turkey and 
the EU were committed to 
the deal. 

“We trust that we can con¬ 
tinue this work in good faith 
with our Turkish partners,” 
she said. 

She said the EU is “provid¬ 
ing substantial support to 
improve the living condi¬ 
tions and protection stan¬ 
dards of Syrian refugees in 
Turkey. To date, the EU has 
allocated 5.6 billion euros 
out of the 6 billion that was 
agreed, with the remaining 
balance due to be allocat¬ 
ed shortly.” 

Turkey and the United 
States have been engaged 
in talks to establish a safe 
zone inside Syria east of the 
Euphrates River and even 
set up a joint operations 
center in Turkey’s border 
province of Sanliurfa to co¬ 
ordinate their efforts. They 
have also carried out joint 
helicopter patrols, includ¬ 
ing one on Thursday, ac¬ 
cording to Turkey’s military. 
But Erdogan said differenc¬ 
es remain with Washing¬ 
ton on what the safe zone 
would look like. He did not 
elaborate. □ 


Hungary touts family policies as alternative to immigration 


ELSO FIRST 
—A CSALAD 
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Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban delivers a speech 
during the 3rd Budapest Demographic Summit in Varkert Bazar 
conference center in Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Sept. 5, 


By PABLO GORONDI 
Associated Press 
BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) 
— Hungary's prime minis¬ 
ter said Thursday that eco¬ 
nomic incentives for fami¬ 
lies, not immigration, are 
the answer to low birth rates 
and a decreasing popula¬ 
tion. Speaking at a gov¬ 
ernment-organized con¬ 
ference on demography. 
Prime Minister Viktor Orban 
also said that an upturn in 
Hungary's — and possibly 
Europe's — low birth rates 
may be achieved when 
having children becomes 
economically more ben¬ 
eficial to families than not 
having them. Orban said 
that higher living standards 
as a result of having chil¬ 
dren had to be felt straight¬ 
away — “not in the sense 
that when you're old your 
child will care for you, but 
here and now, immediate- 


2019. 

ly.” “This is the turning point 
for the Hungarian family 
support system, but we are 
not there yet,” Orban said. 
“Years of persistent work 
are needed.” 

Also attending the event 
were Serbian President 
Aleksandar Vucic and 


Associated Press 

Czech Prime Minister An- 
drej Babis, who spoke 
about their countries' de¬ 
mographic challenges and 
praised Orban's family pol¬ 
icy measures. They include 
tax breaks for families with 
more than one child, the 
construction of more nurs¬ 


eries, family housing subsi¬ 
dies and a life-long income 
tax exemption for women 
with at least four children. 
Orban said that one of 
the preconditions for the 
success of Hungary’s de¬ 
mographic efforts was 
the need for the country 
to maintain an economic 
growth rate 2 percentage 
points higher than the Eu¬ 
ropean average over the 
coming decade — an am¬ 
bitious target. 

“Without money, we 
can't turn around the bad 
trends," he said, noting 
that Hungary has doubled 
spending on family subsi¬ 
dies since Orban returned 
to power in 2010. 

Some of the policies, like 
those which provide tax 
breaks instead of direct 
subsidies, have been criti¬ 
cized for doing little to help 
poor or low-income fami¬ 


lies, which in many cases 
belong to Hungary’s Roma 
minority. 

Orban also said Hungarian 
family policies were rooted 
in the constitution to ensure 
their long-term protection 
from “clearly anti-family” 
court decisions and “of¬ 
ten anti-family” non-gov¬ 
ernmental organizations, 
“which can infiltrate Hun¬ 
garian decision-making.” 
He did not identify any, 
but Orban has regularly 
attacked NGOs which get 
funding from Hungarian- 
American billionaire and 
philanthropist George So¬ 
ros, an ideological foe. 
“According to Hungar¬ 
ian beliefs, every child has 
the right to a father and 
a mother,” Orban said. 
“When we talk about fam¬ 
ily and family subsidies, we 
support traditional fami¬ 
lies." □ 
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Key witness in MH17 downing released from jail in Ukraine 




Associated Press 

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — A 

Ukrainian court on Thurs¬ 
day unexpectedly re¬ 
leased a key witness in the 
case of the 2014 downing 
of Malaysia Airlines Flight 
17, just minutes before Rus¬ 
sian President Vladimir Pu¬ 
tin said he was optimistic 
about an impending pris¬ 
oner swap with Ukraine. 
Russia and Ukraine, which 
remain deadlocked over 
Russia’s 2014 annexation 
of Ukraine's Crimean pen¬ 
insula and the separatist- 
controlled east, have been 
discussing a major prisoner 
exchange that could re¬ 
lease dozens of Russians 
and Ukrainians kept in cus¬ 
tody in the two countries. 
The appeals court in the 
capital Kyiv ordered the 
release of Volodymyr Tse- 
makh from custody on re¬ 
cognizance, pending fur¬ 
ther investigation. 

Tsemakh, who was the 
commander of the sepa¬ 
ratists’ air defense in the 
area where the MH17 flight 
was shot down five years 
ago, was abducted by 
Ukrainian security services 
earlier this year and taken 
across the frontline to Kyiv. 
Shortly after Tsemakh was 


Russian President Vladimir Putin opens a plenary session of the Eastern Economic Forum in 
Vladivostok, Russia, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2019. 

Associated Press 

make the announcement 
soon. 

Unconfirmed reports have 
suggested that Tsemakh is 
on the list of prisoners that 
Russia wants exchanged 
in return for freeing several 
Ukrainians jailed in Russia, 
including 24 sailors cap¬ 
tured off Crimea in Novem¬ 
ber. 


released on Thursday, Pres¬ 
ident Vladimir Putin spoke 
about the impending pris¬ 
oner exchange at a con¬ 
ference in Russia's Far East, 
saying that the negotia¬ 
tions are now in their final 
stages. 

“I think (the swap) will be 
fairly big,” he said in tele¬ 
vised remarks, adding that 
it would be a “good step” 
to improve Russia’s ties with 


Ukraine. 

Later that day, Putin met 
with Ukrainian politician 
Viktor Medvedchuk who 
has negotiated prisoner 
swaps with Russia before. 
Putin did not give any 
timeline for the impending 
exchange but told Med¬ 
vedchuk that Russian and 
Ukrainian authorities would 


Among others who could 
be going home is a Russian 
journalist who was released 
by a Kyiv court on parole 
last week, and a handful 
of Ukrainian prisoners, in¬ 
cluding film director Oleg 
Sentsov, who have recently 
been taken from their Rus¬ 
sian prison colonies to a 
temporary facility in Mos¬ 
cow. 

Responding to the reports 
that Tsemakh might be sent 
to Russia, Dutch prosecu¬ 
tors investigating the MH17 
downing which killed all 
298 people on board said 
earlier this week they would 
like to question him. 

Dozens of Ukrainian law¬ 
makers signed a petition to 
President Volodymyr Zelen¬ 
skiy earlier this week, urging 
him against handing Tse¬ 
makh over to Russia. 

All 298 passengers and 
crew on board the flight 
from Amsterdam to Kuala 
Lumpur were killed on July 
17, 2014, when a missile 
shattered the Boeing 777 
in midair over the rebel- 
controlled area, sending 
debris and bodies raining 
down onto farms and fields 
of sunflowers. □ 


Truck, train collide at rail 
crossing near Tokyo, 30 injured 


A train sits derailed after a collision with a truck in Yokohama, 
near Tokyo Thursday, Sept. 5, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — A commuter 
train and a truck loaded 
with boxes of citrus collided 
at a rail crossing near To¬ 
kyo on Thursday, injuring at 
least 30 people, Japanese 
authorities said. 

The collision occurred just 
before noon as the truck 
apparently entered a rail¬ 
way crossing in Yokohama, 
a port city near Tokyo, lo¬ 
cal police said. 

The Yokohama fire depart¬ 


ment said at least 30 peo¬ 
ple received first aid at the 
scene. 

Television footage on Ja¬ 
pan's NHK national broad¬ 
caster showed the Keikyu 
express train derailed and 
tilted. 

Next to it was a mangled 
truck. Gray smoke billowed 
from the truck and the 
train cars were blackened. 
Cardboard boxes and or¬ 
anges from the truck were 
scattered on the ground.Q 
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'Like zombies': Hurricane's victims face heartbreak and loss 



A car lays among debris from homes flattened by Hurricane Dorian in an area called 'The Mud" at Marsh Harbour in Great Abaco 
Island, Bahamas on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2019. 


By MICHAEL WEISSENSTEIN 
Associated Press 
ABACO, Bahamas (AP) — 

Lugging empty suitcases, 
plastic buckets and back¬ 
packs, dazed survivors of 
Hurricane Dorian made 
their way back to the shan¬ 
tytown where they used to 
live, hoping to gather up 
some of their soggy be¬ 
longings. 

The community was known 
as The Mudd — or "Da 
Mudd," as it's often pro¬ 
nounced — and it was built 
by thousands of Haitian mi¬ 
grants over decades. It was 
razed in a matter of hours 
by Dorian, which reduced 
it to piles of splintered ply¬ 
wood and two-by-fours 4 
and 5 feet deep, spread 
over an area equal to sev¬ 
eral football fields. 

A helicopter buzzed over¬ 
head Thursday as people 
picked through the de¬ 
bris, avoiding a body that 
lay tangled underneath a 
tree branch next to twist¬ 
ed sheets of corrugated 
metal, its hands stretched 
toward the sky. It was one 
of at least nine bodies that 
people said they had seen 
in the area. 

"Ain't nobody come to get 
them," said Cardot Ked, a 
43-year-old carpenter from 
Haiti who has lived 25 years 
in Abaco. "If we could get 
to the next island, that's the 


best thing we can do." 

Ked was one of thousands 
of desperate people seek¬ 
ing help in Dorian's after- 
math. With winds of 185 
mph (295 kph), the hurri¬ 
cane obliterated houses on 
the Bahamas' Abaco and 
Grand Bahama islands, 
home to some 70,000 peo¬ 
ple. The official death toll 
from the government stood 
at 20 and was certain to 
climb. 

Search-and-rescue op¬ 
erations and an interna¬ 
tional humanitarian effort 
to help the victims picked 
up speed, with emergency 
officials fanning out across 
the stricken areas and 
tracking down people who 
were missing or in distress. 
Crews began clearing 
streets and setting up distri¬ 
bution centers for food and 
water. 

"That is moving extremely 
well," said National Security 
Minister Marvin Dames. "This 
is not our first time around 
the track." 

A British Royal Navy ship 
docked in the Abaco is¬ 
lands distributed supplies 
to hurricane survivors. The 
United Nations announced 
the purchase of eight tons 
of ready-to-eat meals and 
said it will provide satellite 
communications equip¬ 
ment and airlift storage 
units, generators and pre¬ 


fab offices to set up logis¬ 
tics hubs for helping the es¬ 
timated 76,000 people who 
will need food and other 
relief. 

In Grand Bahama, a Roy¬ 
al Caribbean cruise ship 
dropped off 10,000 meals, 
10,000 bottles of water and 
more than 180 genera¬ 
tors, as well as diapers and 
flashlights. 

Crews in Grand Bahama 
worked to reopen the 
airport and used heavy 
equipment to pick up 
branches and palm fronds. 
Lines formed outside gas 
stations and grocery stores. 
"People will be out of jobs 
for months," 67-year-old 
wood carver Gordon Higgs 
lamented. "They'll be home¬ 
less, no food. Nothing. The 
Bahamas has become like 
a Third World country." 

Total property losses, not in¬ 
cluding infrastructure and 
autos, could reach $7 bil¬ 
lion, the firm Karen Clark & 
Co. estimated. 

On Thursday, medical of¬ 
ficials moved hundreds of 
people left homeless by the 
storm out of the main hos¬ 
pital in Abaco to shelters in 
schools and other govern¬ 
ment buildings. Some were 
angry at being asked to 
leave, or at not being al¬ 
lowed to freely enter to visit 
hurt relatives, and a shout¬ 
ing match erupted at the 


Associated Press 

main door between a small 
group of hurricane victims 
and Bahamas marines. 
Abaco and Grand Baha¬ 
ma islands are known for 
their marinas, golf courses 
and all-inclusive resorts and 
are home to many fisher¬ 
men, laborers and hotel 
workers. 

Samson Kersint, a 38-year- 
old who worked in a lum¬ 
beryard and has been in 
the Bahamas since 1998, 
was among those who lost 
their homes in the dirt-path 
shantytown. 

"We walking like zombies," 
he said as he walked 
around The Mudd with a 
backpack. "We ain't find 
no one to talk to us. Ain't no 
water, no light." 

The dead included the 
sister-in-law of Benatace 
Pierre-Louis, 57, who col¬ 
lects and sells scrap met¬ 
al. He said she died in The 
Mudd after she got hit by 
plywood as she tried to es¬ 
cape the storm. 

"They gone, but we can't 
do nothing," he said, add¬ 
ing that Bahamian immi¬ 
gration officials had visited 
The Mudd ahead of Dorian 
and told people to go to 
shelters. 

Elsewhere across the Baha¬ 
mas, the injured included 
89-year-old Sylvia Cottis, 
who uses a wheelchair. 
She had a gash on her 


right knee, along with in¬ 
fected wounds in her calf 
from shards of glass from a 
blown-out window. 

Before she was rescued 
Wednesday, Cottis had 
spent days sitting in her 
wheelchair and the nights 
sleeping in a metal lawn 
lounger surrounded by wet 
belongings and sewage 
after the septic tank over¬ 
flowed with floodwaters. 
Among those who looked 
for anything salvageable 
at The Mudd was llphody 
Norvilus, a 37-year-old 
painter. He clutched a big 
white plastic bucket as he 
picked up rubber sandals, 
white plastic plates and a 
big purse. 

"I lost everything," he said. "I 
don't know what I'm going 
to do. I don't have a house 
to live in." 

Americans who found 
flights back to the U.S. 
were relieved to get off 
the islands. The couple had 
been staying in an apart¬ 
ment near a church in 
Man-O-War Cay. When the 
apartment started to give 
way, they ran next door to 
the church's fellowship hall 
and stayed until the eye 
of the storm arrived, when 
they fled to a nearby con¬ 
crete home. 

As soon as they got there, 
the storm's fury returned 
and the roof began lifting 
off. "We moved into their 
bathroom, about 10 of us," 
Buddy Mullins said Thursday 
after returning to Fort Lau¬ 
derdale. "I prayed two solid 
hours while those walls and 
things shook." 

When Maya Long stepped 
off the plane with her four 
children, she immediately 
started to cry, "knowing fi¬ 
nally that we are all alive, 
just knowing that we're 
safe." 

The family lives on a sail¬ 
boat and had just finished 
delivering school supplies 
to needy children in Abaco 
when they heard about 
the hurricane. They rode 
out the storm at a friend's 
home until the roof blew off 
and then sought shelter at 
a nearby school. 

The sailboat sustained seri¬ 
ous damage, including a 
lost mast. Her husband is still 
in the Bahamas assessing 
the damageO 
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Aruba Bank first company in the world to embrace Report App 


ORANJESTAD — Aruba 
Bank prioritizes to protect 
her employees at work and 
inappropriate behavior to¬ 
wards employees is not 
accepted. That is why the 
bank introduces the Report 
App as first company in the 
world. The bank's strategy 
We Care We Build is sup¬ 
ported by this app while at 
the same time awareness 
is created not to behave 
inappropriate towards col¬ 
leagues. 

Sharon Frankel-de Cuba, 
Managing Director of Aru¬ 
ba Bank explains that with 
the app barriers are being 
taken away for the employ¬ 
ee that faces inappropri¬ 
ate behavior to report this. 
The app functions as a tool 
to report in an easy and 
quick way at any moment. 
Informative videos guide 

Aruba to Me 

ORANJESTAD - We would 
like to portrait you! By in¬ 
viting you to send us your 
favorite vacation pic¬ 
ture while enjoying our 
Happy Island. Complete 
the sentence: Aruba to 

me is . Send your 

picture with that text (in¬ 
cluding your name and 
where you are from) to: 
news@arubatoday.com 
and we will publish your 
vacation memory. Isn’t 
that a special way to 
keep your best moments 
alive? Please do note: By 
submitting photos, text 
or any other materials, 
you give permission to 
the Aruba Today News¬ 
paper, Caribbean Speed 
Printers and any of its af¬ 
filiated companies to use 
said materials, as well as 
names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes 
without compensation. 

Last but not least: check 
out our website and 
Facebook page! Thank 
you for supporting our 
free newspaper, we strive 
to make you a happy 



the employee through the 
information about what is 
considered inappropriate 
behavior on the work floor 
like aggression, violence, 
and bullying, sexual harass¬ 
ment in a physical, sexual 
or mental way. 

Report App 

Karin Bosman, founder of 
foundation About Work¬ 
place Harassment (AWH), 
is committed to put work¬ 
place harassment on the 
agenda in Aruba and 



reader every day again. 
Have a look at Casey 
bates. He send us a great 
picture and wrote: 

“Aruba to me is. 

Making memories 
with my wife to last 
a lifetime! 

Casey & Stephanie Bates 

just got married and are 
spending their honey¬ 
moon on our beautiful 
Island. 

Congratulations and lots 
of happiness from Aru¬ 
ba Today to the newly¬ 
weds! Enjoy your sunny 
honeymoonO 


Curacao since 2015. Con¬ 
sequently they widened 
their working area also to 
Bonaire and St. Maarten, 
in cooperation with Med- 
work for the introduction of 
the Report App. The Report 
App ensures employees to 
have access to informa¬ 


tion and instruction about 
workplace harassment 
24/7. Support for the report¬ 
ers comes from the profes¬ 
sional or the internal or ex¬ 
ternal confidential advisor, 
whom are all connected 
to the dashboard of the 
Report App. It's a very safe 
and secured way of keep¬ 
ing a logbook about the 
incidents people experi¬ 
ence as a victim or by¬ 
stander, this logbook can 
be uploaded (no must) 
when people are ready to 
file their report to create a 
better place for themselves 
at work. The foundation in 
Aruba will make sure that 


training and advice is avail¬ 
able for local confidential 
advisors, furthermore the 
foundation will support 
confidential advisors who 
experience resistance from 
their superiors in handling 
a complaint or report from 
an employee. Bosman is 
proud to say that this is the 
first app worldwide that 
reports workplace harass¬ 
ment. Aruba Bank takes 
a leading example in em¬ 
bracing this protective tool 
for its employees. 

For more information, 
please visit: www.report- 
app.comO 


Igsmithsxom 


SURRENDER TO YOUR 
EVERY CRAVING. 



As the centerpiece of Aruba’s thriving downtown district, LG- Smith's 
delivers an unsurpassed steakhouse experience, elevated by our passion, 
culinary chops and "attitude is everything" mantra. 

And join us every Friday for the only Kobe Steak on the island as our chef 
prepares succulent cuts of rare Kobe Steak paired with an exclusive wine list. 

The #1 Steakhouse in Aruba according to Trip Advisor. 

Located in Oranjestad, next to Wind Creek Crystal Casino. 

Open nightly for dinner. For reservations please call 523.6195. 
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Travel Tips 


£ ier&pu&rto inlemadonal 

Reina Beatrix 



1 . When checkin gin, you will always need your valid passport, along with your ticket, 
e-ticket receipt or e-ticket confirmation. For some countries a Visa is also required. 

2. For all USbou nd de pa rtu res, check- in th ree hours before you r schedul cd departure 
time. 

3 . For all US-bound flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the 
left side of building; follow the signs and head towards local Immigrations* main 
security screening* shopping area and the departure gates. Aruba Airport provides 
full US Pre-Clearance service. 

4. For all Non US departures* check-In may vary between airlines and destinations; 
always consult your airline for more information. Being at the airport 3 hours before 
your departure flight is always safe. 

5. For all Non US flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the right 
side of building; follow the signs and head towards Local immigrations, main 
security screening, shopping area and the departure gates, 

6. If traveling with a carry-on* there are restrictions on liquids, gels and aerosols you 
can carry in your carry-on luggage- Always check with your airline on limitations* 

7 « Always check the weight Iimit of your baggagei excess weight may result In penalty 
fees. 

S. Always label your bag s and su itca ses with your na me, ad dress and ph one n umber. 

9 . Always leave all carry-on items unlocked while passing through screening points to 
not cause delays if these need to be Inspected. 

10. Avoid wearing big belt buckles, clothing with metal buttons, lots of jewelry etc. 
when traveling. If you have these on, remove all metal items and place these in a 
tray for screening. It is advisable to put all metal Items In your carry-on luggage 
until you dear security,This will help speed up the process. 

11. Remove shoes at checkpoint and place in fray for x-ray machine screening, 

12. All electronic items should he placed in tray outside their case for x ■ ray screen!ng. 

13. Avoid packing foods and beverages in your check-lit baggage. When traveling to 
t he US, you have to comply with the rules and regulations of the U.S. Depa rtment of 
Agriculture. More Information htt ps://www.usda.gov/. 

14. If traveling with medication, please pack these in your carry-on luggage in their 
original packaging. 

15. If you medical documentation, present this to the security checkpoint streener to 
inform them. The documentation Is not required and will not exempt you from the 
screening process. 

16. Take note of inadmissible items such as sharp objects, sporting goods, guns and 
firearms, martial arts and self-defense items, tools, explosive materials, flammable 
items, disabling chemicals and other items when traveling. More information 
available on www.airportaruba.com. 


Joost Meijs officially took 
over the CEO position at 
Aruba Airport Authority N.V. 

ORANJESTAD - After the announcement back in March 
2019 by Aruba Airport Authority N.V. (AAA) that its CEO 
Mr. James Fazio has decided to pursue other career op¬ 
portunities, it was later announced in April 2019 that Mr. 
Joost Meijs, ex-CEO of Eindhoven Airport, will take over 
the responsibilities of Mr. Fazio as the new AAA CEO. 


In the presence of his Excellency Governor of Aruba Mr. 
Alfonso Boekhoudt, her Excellency Prime Minister of Aruba 
Mrs. Evelyn Wever Croes, his Excellency Minister of Tourism 
Mr. Dangui Oduber, his Excellency Minister of Justice Mr. 
Andin Bikker, Chairperson of the Board of Supervisory Di¬ 
rectors Mrs. Marion Kan together with other airport stake¬ 
holders and partners, the outgoing AAA CEO Mr. James 
Fazio symbolically handed over the vital airport position 
over to incoming AAA CEO Mr. Joost Meijs with a con¬ 
struction hard hat, safety vest and shovel. 

“The airport is transitioning from the planning to the con¬ 
struction phase of the Gateway 2030 project and I'm 
excited to hand over the CEO position to Mr. Meijs who 
will now lead, guide and motivate the entire team to 
reach the airport's expansion goal. I am convinced that 
the tourism and aviation partners and stakeholders will 
provide Mr. Meijs with the same heartfelt guidance and 
trust that was given to me. My five years at Aruba Airport 
couldn’t have been this successful without that support 
that I’m sure Mr. Meijs will also receive. I want to empha¬ 
size that I very much enjoyed my time in Aruba and I feel 
honored to have been trusted to lead Aruba’s national 
airport for the past 5 years,” said Mr. Fazio during his fare¬ 
well speech. 

All Excellences present expressed their gratitude for Mr. 
Fazio's efforts and at the same time wished Mr. Meijs the 
best of luck in the years ahead leading the airport team 
to the next milestones, as Mr. Meijs will be responsible for 
the development of management and the organization, 
maintaining contacts with external stakeholders, and will 
oversee the airport’s redevelopment, as it starts a signifi¬ 
cant 5-year capital investment and construction program 
with a value of 300 million USD. 

“I am ready to start this new journey with a lot of enthu¬ 
siasm and determination to concretize what the entire 
team has visualized during the initial stages of the Gate¬ 
way 2030 project. I thank Mr. Fazio for his guidance pro¬ 
vided to the airport team the last 5 years and it is now 
my commitment to ensure that we cross the Gateway 
2030 finish line with an airport we can all be very proud of, 
“said Mr. Meijs during his first speech to all airport partners 
and stakeholders as the new AAA CEO. □ 
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Open daily 10am to 4am I J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 I casinoalhamhra.com 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 


We re giving away 
$50 Free Slot Play 
to lucky slot and 
table game players 
every 30 minutes 
from 7pm to midnight! 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Basktn-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar I T0F Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'R CUBA I Bijoux Temer Boutique | R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spo | The Collectables 


3 years Chicken & Lobster, 30% off for you 

PALM BEACH — Restaurant Chicken & Lobster is celebrating three years of existence 
and they want to share the joy with you! Tonight, receive 30 % off your entire check! 
We guarantee that you will enjoy the house specialties, a delicious free-range Rotis- 
serie Chicken and/or a juicy fresh Lobster Tail. The friendly Chicken & Lobster staff is 
happy to welcome you to the outdoor terrace in the midst of the beautiful Palm Beach 
Strip. Come over and join the party! 



4 

CHICKEN© 
LOBSTER wt 


You might be thinking: What a peculiar name for a restaurant? Why combine chicken 
and lobster into one name? Simple! Chicken & Lobster prides itself on being able to 
offer quality food that fits every budget, big or small. “You can have a delicious free- 
range Half Chicken with a side and drink for about $ 20 or you can go all out with a 
luxurious fresh Lobster Tail. Both include top service, the best quality, and the freshest 
ingredients”, says the manager. 







BEST RESTAURANT 
ON THE ISLAND” 


"A MUST HIT SPOT" 


y 


TDr tftt seccnr* y&itf in a rtw CHchj&rt 
i Lebsler i&weof my fauunte spels. 
EneDfcfasJ isdeficiws.,. but Hie sJatf is 
wtiw maJLMd my lavage spac*. ms 
will continue tc be a pari of lhjt Aruba 


srerytoung uboui iha awsai^it wna juai 
unaung. Vieki waa Iha hostess and tier 
pawality and dwiarti mode M* flwfl 
Ihs reslaurart a Iry and man v.e were 
no* dtsapp 04 nted! The spaoal, wtwal was 
toteler, barracuda. nd n Util nnp-H-n. wss 
irtOUlhwjilfrirq. ^rflwylhiapL-iCijhwiL 
fumy name fcul a«i» or ihs bast load we Had 
on Ihs enltra rsland!" 




For breakfast, lunch or dinner. Chicken & Lobster is ready 
for you. From 7.30 AM to 10 PM dishes made with the 
freshest ingredients on the island are served to you with 
a smile. For three years already the dedicated crew has 
been offering delicious breakfast dishes such as New York 
Poached Eggs and Dutch Pancakes. The restaurant is fa¬ 
mous for the Breakfast of Champions, often praised to be 
the best breakfast on the island. Additionally, the Chicken 
& Belgian Waffles lunch is not to be missed. There is also 
an Early Bird Special, presenting a three-course menu 
with free wine or Balashi beer. Live music can be enjoyed 
on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays while you are be¬ 
ing pampered by the friendly staff. 

Tonight you can have your pick from the amazing menu 
and pay only 70 % of your check. Please note this cannot 
be combined with other specials.Q 


For more information you can contact: 

Chicken & Lobster 

J.E. Irausquin Boulevard 87 

Highrise Palm Beach (in front of Playa Linda Beach resort) 
Tel + (297) 586 0909 

https://www.chickenandlobsteraruba.com/ 

Facebook Chicken & lobster 
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DOUBLE 


FEATURED EVENT | 


Germany 

^Holland 


Eaole Hruba 

+ vl - 

RESORT & CASINO 


© 

EAGLE ADVANTAGE 


Mcfil be age IS Fa- pkry, Play responsibly, 
wttWflomblc!sc!ionv!i!uu5.orfl 


Advanced seat/ 
Table Reservation 


fillip Air Conditioned 
34 HDMr TV's 
6 Giant Screens 
Surround Sound 


J.E, IRAUSQUIN BLVD. 248, ARUBA | EAGLE ADVANTAGE | (297) 527-91601 LOCATED AT THE EAGLE ARUBA RESORTS CASINO 


Farewell Party for GM Divi Aruba Phoenix Beach Resort Gerrit Griffith 


EAGLE BEACH — Mulligan’s 
Golf Cafe, Bar & Restaurant 
was upside down yester¬ 
day night. Filled with fam¬ 
ily, friends, colleagues and 
representatives of the gov¬ 
ernment that said adieu to 
the beloved parting GM 
of the Divi Aruba Phoenix 
Beach Resort, Gerrit Griffith. 
43 years he had been work¬ 
ing for Divi Resorts and the 
last seven he was the Gen¬ 
eral Manager of Divi Aruba 
Phoenix Beach Resort. 


CEO of Divi Resorts Marco 
Galaverna praised Griffith's 
accomplishments with¬ 
in Divi Resorts during his 
speech. Both Tourism-minis¬ 
ter Dangui Oduber and La¬ 
bor-minister Glenbert Croes 
expressed words of appre¬ 
ciation to Griffith. 

With his family on his side 
the parting GM listened to 
the beautiful words that 
were dedicated to him. 
The new GM Pearl Lake has 
already taken over in order 


for Griffith to do what he 
wished for: pay more atten¬ 
tion to his family. GM of Divi 
Village Golf & Beach Resort 
Ferry Zievinger and Manag¬ 
ing Director of Divi Resorts 
Alex Nieuwmeyer under¬ 
lined the great connection 
within the Divi Resorts fam¬ 
ily. Like Griffith said to the 
Divi staff during his in-house 
reception recently: “All em¬ 
ployees matter within the 
Divi family, you only need 
to grasp that one chance 
to make your way up." Q 


The Aruba Tourism Authority honor 
loyal visitors on the island 



Recently, Kimberley Richardson of the 
Aruba Tourism Authority had the great 
pleasure to honor Aruba’s loyal and 
friendly visitors as Distinguished Visitors 
of Aruba. The symbolic Distinguished 
visitor certificate is presented on behalf 
of the Minister of Tourism, as a token of 
appreciation to the guests who visit Aru¬ 
ba 10 years and more consecutively. 

The honorees were family Nunzio, Car- 
mela and their son Nunzio Jr. Vetrano, 
together with family Michael and Ni- 
coletta Gallagher all honored as distin¬ 


guished visitors of Aruba. 

This wonderful group stated that they 
love the island very much, especially for 
its safety, the year-round sunny weather, 
nice sandy beaches, and Aruba’s warm 
and friendly people. 

Ms. Richardson together with the repre¬ 
sentatives of the Divi Aruba Phoenix pre¬ 
sented the certificates to the honorees, 
handed over some presents and also 
thanked them for choosing Aruba as 
their favorite vacation destination and 
as their home-away-from-home.O 
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United States’ Mason Plumlee 
prepares to dunk during a 
Group E match against Japan 
for the FIBA Basketball World 
Cup at the Shanghai Oriental 
Sports Center in Shanghai on 
Thursday, Sept. 5, 2019. 

Associated Press 

Finally, an 
easy nne: 

II.S. rolls 
byJapan 
9845 at 
World Cup 

By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 
SHANGHAI (AP) — The U S. 

finally got to enjoy an easy 
night at the World Cup. 
There might not be many 
more of those. 

Jaylen Brown scored 20 
points, Kemba Walker add¬ 
ed 15 and the U.S. rolled 
past Japan 98-45 Thurs¬ 
day in the Group E finale. 
And now, the stakes get 
higher with the Americans 
set to face Greece — and 
NBA MVP Giannis Antetok- 
ounmpo — in a second- 
round opener on Saturday 
in Shenzhen, China. 

“They were very serious to¬ 
night and they respected 
the Japanese team very 
much,” U.S. coach Gregg 
Popovich said. 

“They didn't take any¬ 
thing for granted and they 
played hard. 

So I was pleased with their 
performance.” 



rrrr t ■ ^ * -wflifc-i u l . i f\ r r; * 

Serena Williams, of.tne?united States, reacts after, defeating 
Elina SVitoling/of Ukraine, during the semifinals, ofthe U.Sa 


'Qp en tenniS i Championships TKufsddy, Sept.’ 5; 2019, in New. \ 
York. WE r " 1,1 r 11 '"- L h 


Continued on Page 23 
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1 more for 24: Serena Williams reaches U.S. Open final again 



Serena Williams, of the United States, returns a shot to Elina Svitolina, of Ukraine, during the semifinals of the U.S. Open tennis 
championships Thursday, Sept. 5, 2019, in New York. 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — With 
another U.S. Open final in 
sight, and Grand Slam title 
No. 24 within reach, Serena 
Williams got past a slightly 
shaky start and quickly took 
control. 

Williams turned in an 
increasingly impressive 
performance for a 6-3, 6-1 
victory over No. 5-seeded 
Elina Svitolina of Ukraine in 
theirsemifinal at Arthur Ashe 
Stadium on Thursday night. 
This will be Williams' fourth 
final in the past six major 
tournaments. She was the 
runner-up at Wimbledon 
each of the past two years, 
losing to Angelique Kerber 
in 2018 and to Simona 
Halep in July. 

And she was also the 
runner-up, of course, a year 
ago at Flushing Meadows, 
losing to Naomi Osaka. 

That final was, and forever 
will be, overshadowed 
by Williams' extended 
argument with chair umpire 
Carlos Ramos, who docked 
her a point, then a game 
— and was barred by the 
U.S. Tennis Association from 
officiating any matches 
in this year's tournament 
involving her or her older 
sister, Venus. 

So much of what Williams 
does nowadays must be 
seen through the prism of 
tennis history, and that was 
certainly the case this time. 
Her 101 st career match win 
at Flushing Meadows tied 
Chris Evert's tournament 
record. 

"It's just impressive, I guess," 
Williams said. "I don't think 
about it. I just come out 
here and do what I can." 

By getting to the final, 
Williams set a record for 
longest gap between first 


career Grand Slam title 
match and most recent 
such appearance: It's 
almost exactly 20 full years 
since she won the 1999 U.S. 
Open as a teenager. 

Most importantly, if she 
can beat No. 13 Belinda 
Bencic or No. 15 Bianca 
Andreescu in Saturday's 
final, Williams will equal 
Margaret Court with 24 
Grand Slam singles titles, 
the most in tennis history. 
Court, though, won more 
than half of hers against 
amateur competition 
before professionals were 
allowed to play in majors 
starting in 1968. 

This was Williams' 38th 
Grand Slam semifinal; she 
made it that far for the 10th 
appearance in a row at 
Flushing Meadows. And it 
was only the second time 


to the final four at a major 
for the 24-year-old Svitolina, 
who also got there at 
Wimbledon in July. 

Right from the start, 
though, it was Svitolina 
who was steadier. She 
earned three break points 
in the opening game — but 
failed to convert one. In 
the second game, Svitolina 
went ahead 40-love — yet 
somehow got broken. 

In all, Svitolina held eight 
game points across that 
opening pair, and was left 
with nothing to show for 
it. Quickly, it was 3-0 for 
Williams. 

If it wasn't as lopsided a 
performance as she put 
forth in a 6-1, 6-1 victory 
over Maria Sharapova in 
the first round or a 6-1, 6-0 
win over Wang Qiang in 
the quarterfinals, it was 


pretty dialed-in. 

She launched serves at up 
to 119 mph and saved all 
six break points she faced. 
She smacked three return 
winners in one game alone. 
She revved up some of the 
very best groundstrokes 
you'll see at angles a pool 
shark would appreciate, to 
the tune of a 34-11 edge in 
winners. 

She sprinted this way and 
that, showing no trace of 
any sort of lingering effect 
from a rolled ankle earlier in 
the tournament. 

As if for good measure, 
Williams even threw in a 
serve-and-volley approach 
while facing break point at 
3-1 in the first set — and, 
naturally, it worked, thanks 
to a swinging putaway. 
"Don't expect that again," 
Williams said, joking that 
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this was going through her 
mind: "What am I doing at 
the net?! Let me get back 
to the baseline!' 

Maybe Svitolina, whose 
one upset of Williams in five 
previous matchups came 
at the 2016 Rio Olympics, 
was just a bit too passive, 
content to say way back 
and try to chase down 
everything sent her way. 
Not the right approach. 
At least not against this 
opponent, in this match, 
on this day.By no means 
was Williams perfect. She 
was awfully good, though, 
which was more than 
enough. It often is for her. 
Just hasn't been in the three 
most significant matches of 
her comeback so far. 

She'll get another shot at it 
Saturday. 

One more for 24.Q 


Kyle Berkshire wins World Long Drive Championship 


THACKERVILLE, Okla. (AP) — Kyle 
Berkshire won the World Long Drive 
Championship on Wednesday 
night, beating two-time champion 
Tim Burke with a 406-yard drive at 
WinStar World Casino and Resort. 
After Burke got to 374 on his eighth 
and final attempt in the final, Berk¬ 
shire missed the grid on his first 
three shots before nailing the win¬ 
ner for his first world title and third 
tour victory of the season. 


The top-ranked Berkshire, from 
Crofton, Maryland, played two 
seasons at the University of North 
Texas. 

South Africa's Chloe Garner won 
the women’s title, beating three¬ 
time champion Phillis Meti of New 
Zealand with a 347-yard drive on 
her fifth attempt. Meti, hitting first in 
the final, had a best of 344. 
Berkshire opened the night with 
a victory over Mark Costello, hit¬ 


ting a 415-yarder on his seventh 
attempt after missing the grid on 
the first six drives. Berkshire also cut 
it close Tuesday night to reach the 
quarterfinals, beating Tommy Hug 
with a 426-yarder on his final at¬ 
tempt after missing the grid with 
his first seven. Burke, the 2013 and 
2015 champion, beat Canada’s 
Mitch Grassing in the quarterfinals 
at 414 and topped Sweden’s Emil 
Rosberg in the semifinals with a 


397-yarder on his first attempt. 

In the women’s semifinals. Gar¬ 
ner topped Alexis Belton with a 
346-yarder, and Meti beat Troy 
Mullins with a 337-yard drive. 

On Tuesday, Jeff Criffenden won 
the Masters Division for the second 
time in three years. The 48-year- 
old Crittenden, from, Greensboro, 
North Carolina, beat defending 
champion Eddie Fernandes with a 
388-yard drive.Q 
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1 of Big 3 left: Nodal to face Berrettini in U.S. Open semis 



Rafael Nadal, of Spain, hits a return to Diego Schwartzman, 
of Argentina, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis 
tournament Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2019, in New York. 
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By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Rafael 
Nadal is as gracious and 
complimentary as can be 
whenever discussing an 
upcoming foe, so it came 
as no surprise to hear him 
talk up the player he’ll face 
in the U.S. Open semifinals 
Friday, 23-year-old Matteo 
Berrettini of Italy. 

“Nice guy. Young, with 
very good potential," Nad¬ 
al said. “He's in the semifi¬ 
nals of a Grand Slam, so 
he’s playing great.” 

After all, Nadal explained, 
“You can’t expect an easy 
opponent. You can't ex¬ 
pect an easy match. I real¬ 
ly believe that if you want 
to win tournaments, you 
need to go through tough 
opponents.” 

In this instance, though, the 
No. 2-seeded Nadal will 
not need to go through the 
toughest ones of all. That’s 
because he is the lone 
member of the Big Three 
still standing. 

Novak Djokovic, the de¬ 
fending champion and 
No. 1 seed, stopped play¬ 
ing while way behind in his 
fourth-round match, citing 
a painful left shoulder. 
Roger Federer, the No. 
3 seed and owner of 20 
Grand Slam titles, finished 
his five-set loss to 78th- 
ranked Grigor Dimitrov in 
the quarterfinals, but was 
clearly compromised by a 
problem in his upper back. 
Win two more matches 
— against No. 24 Berret¬ 
tini first, then against ei¬ 
ther Dimitrov or No. 5 seed 
Daniil Medvedev in the 
final — and Nadal would 
raise his major champion¬ 
ships total to 19. That would 
allow him to move within 
one trophy of Federer’s 
record for men, and with 
time on his side: Nadal is 
33; Federer is 38. 

Nadal made it to the semi¬ 
finals at all four Slams in 
2019. His lone title from 
those tournaments came 
at the French Open, where 
he defeated Federer but 
did not play Djokovic. At 
the Australian Open in Jan¬ 
uary, Nadal lost in the final 
to Djokovic. At Wimbledon 
in July, Nadal lost in the 
semifinals to Federer, who 
went on to lose a nearly 


five-hour final to Djokovic in 
a fifth-set tiebreaker. 

Each of the past 11 majors 
has been won by one of 
that trio. 

If anyone other than Nadal 
ends up holding the trophy 
Sunday, it would be the first 
time since Marin Cilic at the 
2014 U.S. Open that there is 
a first-time Slam champion. 
One of these really is not 
like the others. 

Neither Berrettini, seeded 
24th, nor Medvedev had 
ever even reached a major 
quarterfinal until this week. 
Dimitrov, the lowest-ranked 
semifinalist at Flushing 
Meadows since a 39-year- 
old Jimmy Connors was 
outside the top 150 in 1991, 
is 0-2 in past trips to the 
semifinals at Grand Slam 
tournaments. 

Dimitrov's resurgence is 


quite sudden: He used to 
be ranked No. 3 but has 
struggled with injuries and 
inconsistency. 

“The past six, seven months 
have been pretty rough for 
me. But I had somebody to 
lean on — my friends, my 
family. I kept on believing 
again in the work, the re¬ 
hab I had to put behind my 
shoulder, the exercise, the 
practice, fixing up the rack¬ 
et a little bit. There were so 
many things I had to ad¬ 
just in such a small, but big, 
period of time,” Dimitrov 
said. “Next thing you know, 
you’re almost (at the) end 
of the year, you have a re¬ 
sult like that. It's pretty spe¬ 
cial to me.” 

Medvedev leads the tour in 
wins this season and in ap¬ 
pearances in tournament 
finals. He has a varied style 


that helped him make it to 
the title matches at three 
hard-court tuneups head¬ 
ing to New York. 

Berrettini saved match 
points in the third round 
at Wimbledon to earn his 


Week 2 debut at a major, 
then ran up against Feder¬ 
er. 

Now he takes on Nadal, 
someone Berrettini called 
“the greatest fighter ever in 
this sport.’O 
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Judge extends power surge, Yankees beat Rangers 4-1 



New York Yankees' Aaron Judge watches his two-run home run during the third inning of the 
team's baseball game against the Texas Rangers, Wednesday, Sept. 4,2019, in New York. Rangers 
catcher Jeff Mathis is at left. 


By The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Aaron 
Judge hit a go-ahead, two- 
run homer to keep up his 
power resurgence, Gleyber 
Torres added his 34th home 
run and the New York Yan¬ 
kees beat the Texas Rang¬ 
ers 4-1 Wednesday night 
to move 43 games over 
.500 for the first time since 
2009.Judge is hitting .317 
with eight homers and 12 
RBIs in his last 15 games. He 
connected off Lance Lynn 
(14-10) in the third inning to 
become the fifth Yankees 
player with 20 homers this 
season. 

Torres homered in the 
fourth, tying Gary Sanchez 
for the team lead and join¬ 
ing Joe DiMaggio as the 
only Yankees to hit 34 hom¬ 
ers at age 22 or younger. 
The home run was the 200th 
off the Rangers this season. 
New York improved to 92- 
49, including 11-2 when 
using Chad Green as an 
opener. 

Green pitched two innings 
and Luis Cessa (2-1) fol¬ 
lowed with three. Cory Ge- 
arrin allowed a ninth-inning 
homer to Rougned Odor. 
Lynn dropped to 0-4 in 
his last six starts. Texas 
matched its season worst 
of five games under .500 at 
68-73. ~ 

ATHLETICS 4, ANGELS 0 
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 

Sean Murphy homered 
for his first hit in his major 
league debut, Marcus 
Semien added a two-run 
shot two batters later and 
Oakland blanked Los An¬ 
geles. 

Murphy connected off 


Jake Jewell in the fifth in¬ 
ning and replays showed 
his proud parents cheer¬ 
ing and celebrating in the 
stands. 

Jurickson Profar went deep 
against Patrick Sandoval (0- 
2) as the A's slugged away 
to give Tanner Roark (9-8) 
plenty of support — not to 
mention sparkling defense. 
Roark pitched 6 2/3 innings, 
his third scoreless outing of 
the season. The right-hand¬ 
er gave up five hits and 
struck out six in his sixth start 
for the A's since being ac¬ 
quired from Cincinnati at 
the trade deadline. 
Yusmeiro Petit, Joakim Soria 
and Liam Hendriks finished 
a five-hitter that took just 2 
hours, 31 minutes. 

RED SOX 6, TWINS 2 


BOSTON (AP) — Mookie 
Betts homered on the first 
two pitches he saw, col¬ 
lecting four hits and five 
RBIs in all, and Eduardo Ro¬ 
driguez allowed only five 
singles in seven shutout in¬ 
nings to help Boston beat 
Minnesota. 

The Red Sox won for the 
12th time in 17 games and 
remained 51A back in the 
race for the second AL wild 
card. The AL Central-lead¬ 
ing Twins, who had won 
seven of eight, fell to 51/2 
games ahead of second- 
place Cleveland in the di¬ 
vision. 

Betts homered into the first 
row of the Green Monster 
seats on the first pitch of 
the game from Jose Ber¬ 
rios (11-8), then sent one 
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out of the ballpark with two 
on in the second to make 
it 4-0. Betts added a single 
down the third base line in 
the fourth — after taking a 
pitch — and hit an RBI sin¬ 
gle in the sixth. 

Following a 47-minute rain 
delay before the first pitch, 
Rodriguez (17-5) struck out 
eight and added to his ca¬ 
reer high in wins. The Red 
Sox are 12-1 when he starts 
at Fenway Park, and 10-2 in 
his last 12 starts overall. 

Ryan Brasiergave up a two- 
run homer to Eddie Rosario, 
but Brandon Workman got 
a game-ending double 
play for his 11 th save. 
INDIANS 8, WHITE SOX 6 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Shane 
Bieber struck out nine over 
seven innings to snap a 


three-game losing streak, 
and Franmil Reyes hit a 
two-run homer as Cleve¬ 
land beat Chicago. 

Bieber (13-7), the All-Star 
Game MVP, allowed two 
runs and six hits in winning 
for the first time in five starts 
since Aug. 9. 

The right-hander also 
earned his first victory over 
the White Sox in three out¬ 
ings this season. 

The Indians are in a tight 
race with Oakland and 
Tampa Bay for the second 
AL wild card. 

Reyes belted his 34th home 
run of the season and sev¬ 
enth since being acquired 
from San Diego to extend 
Cleveland's lead to 6-2 in 
the fifth. He is batting .400 
with five homers and 15 
RBIs over his last 12 games. 
White Sox starter Ivan Nova 
(9-12) gave up six runs and 
11 hits in 4 1/3 innings. 
ROYALS 5, TIGERS 4 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 
Jorge Soler extended his 
team record with his 40th 
homer. Hunter Dozier and 
Alex Gordon had three 
hits each, and Kansas City 
beat Detroit. 

The Royals are the last team 
in major league history to 
have a player hit 40 home 
runs in a season. Previously, 
Mike Moustakas held the 
club record with 38 in 2017. 
Jakob Junis (9-12) gave 
up four runs and seven hits 
over seven innings. Ian Ken¬ 
nedy pitched the ninth for 
his 26th save in 30 chances. 
Edwin Jackson (3-9) al¬ 
lowed four runs and nine 
hits in five innings for the 
TigersO 


Trump presents Medal of Freedom to NBA’s Jerry West 



Former NBA basketball player and general manager Jerry 
West speaks after receiving the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
from President Donald Trump, in the Oval Office of the White 
House, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2019, in Washington. 
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By DARLENE SUPERVILLE 
and PADMANANDA RAMA 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Jerry 
West, the NBA legend who 
delivered championships 
to the Los Angeles Lakers 
as both a player and an 
executive, said, “It never 
ceases to amaze me the 
places you can go in this 
world chasing a basket¬ 
ball” as he was honored 
Thursday with the Presi¬ 
dential Medal of Freedom. 
Now a consultant with the 
Los Angeles Clippers, West 


marveled at being among 
recipients of the nation’s 
highest civilian honor, in¬ 
cluding such sports fig¬ 
ures as Muhammad Ali. 
“I swear, my name is go¬ 
ing to look like a misprint 
on this list,” West quipped 
after President Donald 
Trump presented the med¬ 
al in the Oval Office. 

Trump said West's honor 
was “richly deserved.” He 
cited West’s humble be¬ 
ginning, a basketball ca¬ 
reer at West Virginia Uni¬ 
versity that led him to the 


Lakers and an Olympic 
gold medal. Trump also 
noted West’s support for 
military veterans and char¬ 
itable causes in Los Ange¬ 
les. After retiring from play. 
West coached the Lakers 
for three seasons before 
moving to the front of¬ 
fice, where he signed such 
greats as Magic Johnson, 
Kobe Bryant and Shaquille 
O'Neal. He also has held 
executive positions with 
the Memphis Grizzlies and 
the Golden State Warriors. 
Known as “Mr. Clutch,"□ 
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Pederson's 2 HRs give Dodgers NL record in 7-3 win over Rox 



Los Angeles Dodgers' Joe Pederson, top, celebrates his solo home run with third base coach 
Dino Ebel during the first inning of the team's baseball game against the Colorado Rockies on 
Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2019, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Joe 

Pederson hit a leadoff 
homer and a two-run shot 
to give Los Angeles the Na¬ 
tional League record with 
250 long balls this season, 
and the Dodgers beat skid¬ 
ding Colorado to complete 
a three-game sweep. 
Pederson, on a powerful 
tear at the plate, socked 
five homers and a double 
in a string of six at-bats that 
dated back to Sunday. He 
sat out Tuesday, one day 
after crashing into the out¬ 
field wall to make a catch. 
The Dodgers reduced their 
magic number to four to 
clinch their seventh straight 
NL West title. 

Los Angeles surpassed the 
previous NL home run mark 
of 249 set by Houston in 
2000. The Dodgers slugged 
12 homers in the series 
while outscoring the Rock¬ 
ies 28-15. 

Colorado lost its season- 
high ninth in a row and 11 th 
straight at Dodger Stadium. 
Adam Kolarek (6-3) got two 
outs for the win after scuf¬ 
fling All-Star Hyun-Jin Ryu al¬ 
lowed three runs and six hits 
in 4 1/3 innings. 

Antonio Senzatela (8-10) 
went three innings and lost 
his fourth in a row. He gave 
up five runs for a franchise- 
record seventh straight 
game. 

DIAMONDBACKS 4, PADRES 
1 

PHOENIX (AP) — Rookie 
right-hander Zac Gallen 
took a no-hitter into the 
seventh inning, Ketel Mar- 
te hit a grand slam for his 
30th homer and Arizona 
beat San Diego for a three- 
game sweep. 

The 24-year-old Gallen (3- 
4) struck out eight, walked 
one and allowed one hit 
while lowering his ERA to 
2.50. Arizona is 5-1 in his 
starts since acquiring him 
from Miami on July 31. 
Marte’s slam off Luis Per- 
domo set up Gallen for the 
victory and gave the surg¬ 
ing Diamondbacks their 
ninth win in 10 games. Ari¬ 
zona moved within three 
games of the Cubs for the 
second NL wild card. 
Manny Machado broke up 
Gallen's no-hit bid with a 
line-drive single to right field 
with one out in the seventh. 


Craig Stammen (7-7) took 
the loss after issuing two 
walks before Marte’s slam. 
Padres starter Chris Pad- 
dack pitched 5 1/3 score¬ 
less innings and struck out 
eight. Wil Myers homered in 
the ninth, but Archie Brad¬ 
ley retired Hunter Renfroe 
with two on for his 12th 
save. San Diego had just 
three hits. 

GIANTS 9, CARDINALS 8 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Kevin Pil¬ 
lar had four hits, includ¬ 
ing a go-ahead, two-run 
homer in the eighth inning, 
and San Francisco rallied to 
cool off St. Louis. 

Brandon Crawford and 
Mike Yastrzemski also hom¬ 
ered for the Giants, who 
snapped a four-game los¬ 
ing streak. Pillar had three 


RBIs, including his homer off 
Giovanny Gallegos (3-2). 
Paul Goldschmidt drove in 
four runs and Paul DeJong 
homered for the Cardinals, 
who lost for just the fourth 
time in 18 games. St. Louis 
remained 2 1/2 games 

ahead of the second-place 
Cubs in the NL Central. Will 
Smith got four outs for his 
31st save in 35 chances. 
Rookie right-hander Tyler 
Rogers (1-0) earned his first 
career victory with 1 1 /3 in¬ 
nings of scoreless relief. 
METS 8, NATIONALS 4 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Justin 
Wilson and the Mets’ bull¬ 
pen held on this time, rook¬ 
ie Pete Alonso hit his major 
league-leading 45th home 
run and New York bounced 
back from a brutal loss to 


stop the Nationals. 

A day after a trio of Mets 
relievers was tagged for 
seven runs in the bottom of 
the ninth inning in an 11-10 
loss to the Nationals, three 
pitchers combined to close 
with 3 1/3 scoreless innings. 
After Wilson issued a two- 
out walk to Kurt Suzuki, 
whose three-run homer 
won it Tuesday night, Vic¬ 
tor Robles followed with an 
easy grounder to Amed Ro¬ 
sario. The shortstop tagged 
second base for the last 
out, then zipped a relay to 
first, as if to make sure the 
Mets really nailed it down. 
Mets catcher Wilson Ramos 
went 0 for 4, ending a 26- 
game hitting streak that 
tied for the second-longest 
in club history. 


Zack Wheeler (10-7) earned 
his first victory since Aug. 6. 
He needed 101 pitches to 
complete five innings, but 
allowed just one run. 

Anibal Sanchez (8-7) lost for 
the first time since May 10, 
a span of 17 starts. 

REDS 8, PHILLIES 5 
CINCINNATI (AP) — Relief 
pitcher Michael Lorenzen 
hit a two-run homer in the 
eighth inning to lead Cin¬ 
cinnati over Philadelphia. 
The Phillies had their three- 
game winning streak 
snapped and slipped three 
games behind the idle 
Cubs for the second NL 
wild card. 

Joey Votto homered and 
had an RBI double off Aar¬ 
on Nola as the Reds jumped 
ahead 5-0, but the Phillies' 
resurgent offense caught 
up. Logan Morrison and J.T. 
Realmuto each hit a two- 
run homer off Trevor Bauer. 
Jose Iglesias connected 
for his first career pinch-hit 
homer against Jose Alva¬ 
rez (3-4) in the bottom of 
the inning to break the tie. 
Lorenzen then homered 
and moved to center field, 
with Raisel Iglesias pitching 
the ninth for his 29th save in 
34 chances.Lorenzen be¬ 
came the first player since 
Babe Ruth in 1921 for the 
Yankees to earn the win, 
hit a home run and play in 
the field during the same 
game, according to STATS. 
PIRATES 6, MARLINS 5 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Bryan 
Reynolds’ two-run bloop 
single capped a three-run 
ninth inning as Pittsburgh 
rallied past Miami. 

Elias Diaz started the win¬ 
ning rally with a leadoff 
homer against Jose Urena 
(4-8) that drew the Pirates 
within a run. Pinch-hitter 
Kevin Kramer walked and 
went to third on Adam Fra¬ 
zier's double before Reyn¬ 
olds flared a single into left- 
center to give the Pirates 
their fifth win in six games. 
Garrett Cooper's two-run 
homer off Kyle Crick with 
two outs in the seventh put 
the Marlins ahead 5-3. 
Miami’s Starlin Castro hom¬ 
ered and doubled three 
times. Cooper also had a 
double among his three 
hits. 

Wei-Chung Wang (2-1) 
pitched a scoreless ninth.Q 
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Antonio Brown not with Raiders amid reports of suspension 



In this Aug. 20,2019, file photo, Oakland Raiders' Antonio Brown walks off the field after NFL football 
practice in Alameda, Calif. 


By JOSH DUBOW 
AP Pro Football Writer 
ALAMEDA, Calif. (AP) — 

Star receiver Antonio Brown 
was not with the Oakland 
Raiders four days before 
the season opener amid 
reports he could be sus¬ 
pended over a confronta¬ 
tion with general manager 
Mike Mayock. 

Mayock said at the be¬ 
ginning of practice Thurs¬ 
day that Brown wasn't at 
the Raiders facility and 
wouldn’t be practicing a 
day after posting a letter 
from the GM on social me¬ 
dia detailing nearly $54,000 
in fines. “I’ll make it short 
and sweet,” Mayock said. 
“Antonio Brown is not in 
the building today, won't 
be practicing. I don’t have 
any more information for 
you right now. When I have 
some and it becomes ap¬ 
propriate you guys will all 
get it. But that's it for to¬ 
day.” ESPN reported earlier 
Thursday that the two had 
a confrontation the previ¬ 
ous day over the posting of 
the letter and that the Raid¬ 
ers plan to suspend Brown. 
Teams have the right un¬ 
der the collective bargain¬ 
ing agreement to suspend 
players up to four games 
for conduct detrimental to 
the team. 

A suspension would also 
void the more than $29 
million in guarantees over 


the next two seasons con¬ 
tained in Brown’s contract 
with the Raiders. 

“I'm not going to get into 
any of that stuff right now,” 
coach Jon Gruden said. 
“We’ll have an official an¬ 
nouncement later.” 

Gruden said he was frus¬ 
trated by the situation but 
that the team is ready to 
start the season without 
Brown if necessary. The 
Raiders spent most of train¬ 
ing camp without Brown on 
the field as he dealt with 
frost bite on his feet and 
a fight with the NFL over 
his helmet. “We’ve been 
going out for practice ev¬ 
ery day and we adjusted 
without him,” Gruden said. 
“We never knew some¬ 
times when he was going 
to practice. So we're good 
at it. We're good at adapt¬ 
ing and adjusting. Unfortu¬ 
nately. I'm going to keep 
my fingers crossed.” 

This is just the latest de¬ 
velopment in a dramatic 
first season in Oakland for 
Brown, who has yet to step 
on the field for a game with 
his new team. 

The Raiders acquired the 
game's most prolific receiv¬ 
er after he wore out his wel¬ 
come in Pittsburgh. Oak¬ 
land gave up only a third- 
and fifth-round pick for the 
four-time All-Pro receiver 
and gave him a hefty raise 
with a new three-year con¬ 


tract worth $50,125 million. 
But Brown was unable to 
practice at the start of 
training camp after getting 
frost bite on his feet during 
a cryotherapy accident in 
France. 

Brown was activated July 
28 and took part in one 
walkthrough and part of 
one practice before leav¬ 
ing the team to get treat¬ 
ment for his feet and to 
fight the NFL and the NFLPA 
over his helmet. 

Brown lost two grievances 
with the league in his at¬ 
tempt to use an old hel¬ 
met now banned for safety 
reasons. He skipped prac¬ 
tice on Aug. 18, prompting 


Mayock to issue an ultima¬ 
tum for Brown to be “all in 
or all out” and also to hand 
him a $40,000 fine. 

Brown returned to the team 
the following day but then 
missed a mandatory walk¬ 
through before an exhibi¬ 
tion game in Winnipeg on 
Aug. 22, leading to a sec¬ 
ond fine of $13,950. 

Brown publicized those 
fines on his Instagram ac¬ 
count Wednesday. Brown 
also wrote on the account: 
“WHEN YOUR OWN TEAM 
WANT TO HATE BUT THERE’S 
NO STOPPING ME NOW 
DEVIL IS A LIE. EVERYONE 
GOT TO PAY THIS YEAR SO 
WE CLEAR.” That apparent- 
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ly prompted the latest run- 
in with Mayock and now 
leaves Brown's status with 
the team in doubt ahead 
of Monday night's opener 
at home against the Den¬ 
ver Broncos. 

“We all love AB," team¬ 
mate Hunter Renfrow said. 
“Whenever he's here he's 
a blast to be around and 
he’s so fun to play with and 
just watch really." 

Brown had several issues 
in Pittsburgh as well, lead¬ 
ing to the team’s decision 
to trade him even though 
he topped 100 receptions 
and 1,200 yards receiv¬ 
ing in each of the past six 
seasons. □ 


NHL, NHLPA set to meet again to talk CBA extension 


By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Hockey Writer 
CHICAGO (AP) — The NHL 

and NHL Players’ Associa¬ 
tion will meet again Friday 
in New York to continue 
collective bargaining ne¬ 
gotiations. Players have 
until Sept. 15 to decide 
whether to terminate the 
current collective bar¬ 
gaining agreement ef¬ 
fective a year from now. 
Owners had the same op¬ 
tion and chose not to end 
it, citing the health of the 
league and the momen¬ 
tum from a period of labor 
peace.Unlike previous ne¬ 
gotiations where Commis¬ 
sioner Gary Bettman said 
there was a need for fun¬ 
damental changes, the is- 



ln this May 27, 2019, file photo, NHL Commissioner Gary 
Bettman speaks to the media before Game 1 of the NHL 
hockey Stanley Cup Final between the St. Louis Blues and the 
Boston Bruins, in Boston. 
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sues this time appear more 
manageable. Bettman 
described it as “joint prob¬ 
lem-solving" between the 
league and players, which 
has sparked the ongoing 
dialogue. “I said this to 
(NHLPA executive direc¬ 
tor Don Fehr) when I told 
him we weren’t reopen¬ 
ing: ‘Listen, we’ve been 
at this since February. 
Whatever you need in the 
next two weeks subject to 
existing commitments ... 
we're at your disposal,'” 
Bettman said Thursday. 
“Whatever (players) want 
in their period of having to 
decide what to do, we’ll 
try to be as accommodat¬ 
ing as possible.” The two 
sides could negotiate an 


extension of the current 
CBA with some changes. 
If players decide not to 
opt out and there's no ex¬ 
tension, the CBA expires in 
September 2022. 

Roughly 50 players from 
the executive board 
and others in town met 
Wednesday night. Chi¬ 
cago Blackhawks player 
representative Jonathan 
Toews said the 700-plus- 
member group is pretty 
close to having a consen¬ 
sus on major issues. 

“I cannot remember in all 
my career in both sports, 
a decision of that magni¬ 
tude that wouldn’t be lop¬ 
sided or unanimous,” Fehr 
said. “I would be aston¬ 
ished if it would be split.”□ 
















Deceunink -Quick’s Team Philippe Gilbert of Belgium 
celebrates after winning the stage during the 12th stage 
between Circuito de Navarra- Los Arcos and Bilbao, 171,4 
kilometers (106,50miles), of the Spanish Vuelta cycling race 
that finishes in Bilbao, northern Spain, Thursday, Sept.5, 2019. 
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Gilbert wins Vuelta 
stage in Bilbao, Roglic 
keeps red jersey 


BILBAO, Spain (AP) — 

Philippe Gilbert made a 
solo charge to win the 
12th stage of the Spanish 
Vuelta in Basque Coun¬ 
try on Thursday, while Pri- 
moz Roglic finished in the 
peloton to hold on to the 
leader’s red jersey. Gil¬ 
bert broke away near the 
end to comfortably take 
the victory in the 171-ki¬ 
lometer (106-mile) stage 
that finished in Bilbao. The 
Belgian rider from team 
Deceuninck-Quick Step 
finished three seconds 
ahead of Spaniards Alex 
Aranburu and Fernando 
Barcelo. “It was a long 
fight to get in the break¬ 
away,” said Gilbert, who 


now has 10 stage wins in 
Grand Tour races. “There 
have been dozens and 
dozens of attacks. It was 
incredible. I must have 
attacked 20 times my¬ 
self. It was really intense 
and painful.” Roglic suc¬ 
cessfully fended off an 
attack by Colombian 
Miguel Angel Lopez to fin¬ 
ish safely in the peloton, 
which crossed the line 
more than three minutes 
after Gilbert. “The team 
was very strong and did 
a great job to keep me 
in a good position in the 
climb so nobody gained 
time on me,” said Roglic, 
a former ski jumper from 
Slovenia. □ 


Team New Zealand reveals foiling 
mono-hull for America’s Cup 


AUCKLAND, New Zealand 
(AP) — America’s Cup de¬ 
fending champions Team 
New Zealand has revealed 
its revolutionary foiling 
mono-hull, showing off the 
sleek sailboat a day ahead 
of its official launch. 

Painted in the team’s col¬ 
ors of red, gray and black, 
the hull is low-slung, de¬ 
signed to be aerodynamic 
as it rides above the water 
on foils which hang down¬ 
wards from its mid-section. 
The hull is around 66 feet 
in length, and 16 feet at its 
widest point, tapering to 
an 8-foot long bowsprit. It 
will have a crew of 11. 
America’s Cup teams take 
extraordinary steps to pro¬ 


tect their technology from 
the prying eyes of oppo¬ 
nents, in this case the four 
teams which will challenge 
for the Cup from March 
2021. “The spies are about 
to become very busy,” the 
team said on its Facebook 
page. 

As defender, Team New 
Zealand was allowed to 
choose the type of sailboat 
in which it would defend 
the title it won from Team 
USA in foiling multi-hulls in 
2017. It chose to move to 
an unprecedented class of 
mono-hulls, stretching the 
limits of sailing technology. 
Italian challenger Prada is 
due to unveil its first sailboat 
early next week.Q 
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United States’ Brook Lopez holds back Japan’s Kosuke Takeuchi during a Group E match for the 
FIBA Basketball World Cup at the Shanghai Oriental Sports Center in Shanghai on Thursday, Sept. 
5, 2019. 
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World Cup 


Continued from Page 17 

Harrison Barnes scored 14 
points while Joe Harris and 
Donovan Mitchell each 
had 10 for the Americans 
(3-0), who are bidding for 
an unprecedented third 
consecutive World Cup 
title. The 45 points allowed 
were the fewest yielded by 
any team in the first round 
of this World Cup, the 
53-point margin was the 
third-biggest so far in the 
tournament and Mitchell 
thought it was the best de¬ 
fense the Americans have 
played this summer. 

“From the jump, I think for 
the full 40 minutes,” Mitch¬ 
ell said. “We’ve had games 
where we played 30 min¬ 
utes of great defense or 35 
and kind of let up a little bit. 

I think for a whole game, to 
really lock in and set a tone, 
it was really impressive.” 
Yudai Baba scored 18 for 
Japan (0-3), which will play 
in classification games 
the rest of the way. Rui 
Hachimura, Japan’s best 
player and the No. 9 draft 
pick this year by the Wash¬ 
ington Wizards, was held to 
four points on 2 for 8 shoot¬ 
ing. 

“I've got no excuse,” said 
Japan guard Yuta Wata- 
nabe, who scored nine 
points. “This is the way we 
are right now.” 

A U.S. program that is ac¬ 
customed to blowout wins, 
particularly when it has 
NBA players, hadn't en¬ 


joyed one yet in six games 
against international com¬ 
petition this summer. The 
biggest victory margin be¬ 
fore Thursday was 21 in the 
World Cup opener against 
the Czech Republic, and 
the U.S. came into the 
group finale with a plus-59 
scoring differential in four 
exhibitions and two World 
Cup games. 

This one, two days after the 
Americans needed late- 
game heroics to beat Tur¬ 
key 93-92 in overtime, was 
drama-free. 

“I think we’ve got a lot of 
room for improvement,” 
Brown said. 

TIP-INS 

Japan: The Japanese 

missed their first six shots, 
and went 5:48 without a 
field goal until center Nick 
Fazekas rattled in a short 
jumper. ... Japan doesn’t 
play the U.S. often, and 
when the matchup hap¬ 
pens it's one-sided. The 
Americans are 3-0 against 
Japan in the Olympics, win¬ 
ning by a combined 183 
points (98-40 in 1956, 125-66 
in 1960 and 99-33 in 1972). 
The teams hadn't previous¬ 
ly met in World Cup play. 
U.S.: The Americans held a 
58-33 rebounding edge. ... 
Harris replaced Jayson Ta¬ 
tum in the starting lineup. 
Tatum is out with a sprained 
left ankle and isn’t sched¬ 
uled to be reevaluated 
again until Monday.... Mar¬ 
cus Smart (left quad strain) 
also missed the game, so 


the U.S. was down to 10 
healthy players and two of 
its four Boston Celtics.... The 
Americans were flying to 
Shenzhen after the game. 

3 FOR 3 

This tournament marks the 
36th different Olympics, 
World Cup or world cham¬ 
pionships appearance for 
USA Basketball. 

The Americans have now 
started 3-0 in those events 
34 times, going 106-2 over¬ 
all in their opening three 
matchups of those compe¬ 
titions. And this is the 19th 
time in those 36 tourna¬ 
ments where the U.S. aver¬ 
age victory margin in the 
first three games was 25 
points or more. 

BIGGEST MARGINS 
The only victory margins 
bigger than the one the 
U.S. enjoyed Thursday so 
far in this tournament: Ser¬ 
bia’s 59-point win over the 
Philippines and Lithuania’s 
54-point win over Senegal. 
POP ON RUI 

Hachimura worked out 
for Popovich and the San 
Antonio Spurs before the 
draft, and left a positive 
impression on the U.S. and 
Spurs coach. “He knows 
what he can do, puts him¬ 
self in position to be suc¬ 
cessful and score, plays D, 
rebounds, runs the floor,” 
Popovich said. “He’s got 
an all-around game. His 
confidence is growing and 
he’ll be a fine player, obvi¬ 
ously, and have a very long 
career.' 
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British farm moo-ves into new tech with 5G collars on cows 



In this photo taken on Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2019, project manager Duncan Forbes holds a 
smartphone showing biometric data on his cows at Agri-EPI Centre, a dairy development center 
in Shepton Mallet, England. 


By JAMES BROOKS 
Associated Press 
SHEPTON MALLET, England 
(AP) — On the dairy farm 
of the future, the cows are 
going wireless. 

The bovine residents of a 
British agricultural technol¬ 
ogy research center are 
helping to test next gen¬ 
eration mobile technology 
aimed at helping make 
dairy farming more effi¬ 
cient. 

The herd's 180 cows are fit¬ 
ted with wireless monitoring 
collars that work like fitness 
trackers, recording their 
movements and eating 
habits, and sending data 
to the cloud using fifth gen¬ 
eration, or 5G, mobile net¬ 
work signals. 

From there, an algorithm 
analyzes the informa¬ 
tion, notifying farmers and 
veterinarians through a 
smartphone app if there 
are any fluctuations that 
could indicate an illness or 
other health condition that 
needs more attention. 

The goal is to boost pro¬ 
ductivity and save man¬ 
power by allowing farmers 
to keep an eye on their 
herds remotely. 

"Having the data available 
to your phones, to mobile 
devices, just makes it that 
much more accessible, 
much quicker," explains 
Mark Gough, a herdsman 
at the experimental farm 
run by the British-govern¬ 
ment-backed Agricultural 


Engineering Precision Inno¬ 
vation Centre. 

"You can be at one end 
of the building, you get an 
alert, it's telling you exactly 
which cow it is, what the 
problem potentially is, and 
it's an instant assessment," 
said Gough, pulling out his 
iPhone to check on cow 
No. 866. 

The app showed a spike in 
activity that indicated the 
cow went into labor and 
calved overnight, without 
any complications, he said. 
Farms are no stranger to 
technology, with robotic 
milking systems and self¬ 
steering tractors now in 
common use. 


The next wave of innova¬ 
tion could come from 5G 
technology, which tele¬ 
com experts say will bring 
ultrafast download speeds 
and reduced signal lag 
that promise to transform 
industries. 

New 5G networks will let 
many more devices con¬ 
nect to the internet, mak¬ 
ing them better suited than 
existing 4G networks for 
handling lots of users or sen¬ 
sors and heavy data traffic. 
Wireless carriers in Europe 
and elsewhere have just 
begun launching 5G ser¬ 
vice this year in a global 
rollout expected to take up 
to a decade, and comes 
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amid a geopolitical battle 
between the U.S. and Chi¬ 
na over concerns about 
the security of data on the 
new networks. 

The center's experimental 
farm in Somerset, southwest 
England, has built a 5G net¬ 
work to send data from the 
collar sensors to the cloud, 
bypassing the farm's slow 
broadband connection 
— a common problem for 
rural internet users. The trial 
is part of a national project, 
partly funded by the U.K. 
government. 

By sending the cows' data 
to the cloud, farmers can 
use an app to monitor 
each cow, saving the time 


and effort of checking on 
them individually. 

The data can also be sent 
to other people such as 
veterinarians, who can 
monitor the state of the 
herd's health in real time, 
said Duncan Forbes, proj¬ 
ect manager at the experi¬ 
mental farm. 

Sensors and big data sets 
are also being used to 
monitor pigs, sheep, beef 
cattle, poultry and even 
fish. In a separate Agri-EPI 
project dubbed Tail Tech, 
data algorithms can inter¬ 
pret the mood of pigs by 
the angle of their tails using 
a camera over the pen. 

For the milk cows at the 
English farm in Somerset, 
the connected collars are 
just one of a number of 
technologies increasing 
productivity. 

When the cows decide 
they're ready to be milked, 
a collar transponder identi¬ 
fies them when they enter 
the robotic milking pen and 
keeps a digital tally of their 
milk contribution. 

At feeding time, an auto¬ 
mated feeder glides over¬ 
head on ceiling-mounted 
rails, dropping precise 
amounts of grass into a 
feeding trough. 

Forbes says the new tech¬ 
nology has boosted perfor¬ 
mance at the farm, which 
produces as much as 5,000 
liters (1,320 gallons) of milk 
daily that's sold to a nearby 
cheesemaker. a 


Huawei accuses U.S. of cyberattacks, coercing employees 



In this July 30, 2019, file photo a woman walks by a Huawei 
retail store in Beijing. 


By JOE MCDONALD 
AP Business Writer 
BEIJING (AP) — Chinese 
telecom equipment mak¬ 
er Huawei accused U.S. 
authorities on Wednesday 
of attempting to break 
into its information systems 
and of trying to coerce its 
employees to gather infor¬ 
mation on the company. 
Huawei, which faces 
mounting American pres¬ 
sure including possible loss 
of access to U.S. technol¬ 
ogy over accusations the 
company is a security risk, 
said in a statement that 
Washington has used “un¬ 
scrupulous means” in re¬ 
cent months to disrupt its 


business. 

American officials have 
given no evidence to sup¬ 
port claims Huawei might 
aid Chinese spying, ac¬ 
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cusations the company 
denies. The United States, 
Australia, Japan and 
some other governments 
have imposed restrictions 


on use of Huawei technol¬ 
ogy. 

Huawei Technologies Ltd. 
is the No. 2 global smart¬ 
phone brand and the 
biggest maker of network 
gear for phone compa¬ 
nies. 

Export controls an¬ 
nounced by the Trump 
administration in May 
would limit Huawei's ac¬ 
cess to U.S. technology. 
Implementation has been 
postponed to mid-No¬ 
vember. 

Washington is lobbying 
European governments 
to exclude Huawei from 
next-generation tele¬ 
com networks. Germany, 


France and Ireland say 
they have no plans to ban 
any supplier. 

Huawei, headquartered in 
the southern city of Shen¬ 
zhen, gave no evidence 
to support its accusations. 
A company spokesman 
said he had no additional 
details. 

The accusations were in¬ 
cluded in a statement 
about an unrelated pat¬ 
ent dispute in the United 
States. 

U.S. President Donald 
Trump declined to re¬ 
spond to the allegations 
when asked about them 
on Wednesday by a re¬ 
porter. □ 
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A slowdown in US business formation poses a risk to economy 



In this July 1,2019, file photo the sunlight flares around the buildings in lower Manhattan as the sun 
rises in New York. 


By JOSH BOAK 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — De¬ 
spite a decade-plus of eco¬ 
nomic growth, Americans 
have slowed the pace at 
which they’re forming new 
companies, a trend that 
risks further widening the 
gap between the most af¬ 
fluent and everyone else. 
The longest expansion on 
record, which began in 
mid-2009, has failed to re¬ 
store entrepreneurship to 
its pre-recession levels, ac¬ 
cording to a Census Bureau 
report based on tax filings. 
Between 2007 and the first 
half of 2019, applications 
to form businesses that 
would likely hire workers 
fell 16%. Though that pace 
improved somewhat af¬ 
ter 2012, it dipped again 
this year despite President 
Donald Trump's assertion 
that his tax cuts and dereg- 
ulatory drive would ben¬ 
efit smaller companies and 
their workers. 

In addition, smaller com¬ 
panies account for roughly 
85% of all hiring, making 
them an entry point for 
most workers into the work¬ 
force. A decline in the cre¬ 
ation of new companies 
results in fewer companies 
competing for workers, a 
trend that generally slows 
pay growth. 

“What you see is reduced 
social and economic mo¬ 
bility,” said Steve Strongin, 
head of global investment 
research at Goldman 
Sachs. “It means that most 
of the growth is occurring 
in the corporate sphere, 
which keeps wage growth 
down and improves prof¬ 


its." 

Smaller companies and 
startups were generally 
cautious about expanding 
as they emerged from the 
Great Recession, in many 
cases choosing not to hire. 
The 2008 financial crisis de¬ 
livered a warning to many 
would-be entrepreneurs 
that scaling back their am¬ 
bitions might help them sur¬ 
vive another recession. 
“People became a lot 
more risk-averse after the 
Great Recession because 
so many people were 
hurt,” said Nicholas John¬ 
son who founded Su Casa, 
a chain of four furniture 
stores based in Baltimore 
that employs 30 workers. 
Johnson, 45, started Su 
Casa about 20 years ago. 
Emerging from the reces¬ 
sion, he kept his staffing lev¬ 


els low to reduce his costs. 
Still, that meant having to 
pay well above the mini¬ 
mum wage to attract and 
retain workers who were 
specialized in home decor. 
“I am super-concerned 
about an upcoming re¬ 
cession because we got 
so lean that I can’t get 
lean again,” Johnson said. 
“There is no more fat to 
trim." 

Goldman Sachs on Thurs¬ 
day is releasing a survey of 
business owners who took 
part in its “ 10,000 Small Busi¬ 
nesses” program, which 
has provided manage¬ 
ment training to several 
thousand small companies 
since 2010. The survey con¬ 
cluded that entrepreneurs 
typically struggle to find 
qualified workers and to 
navigate complex regula- 
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tions. Both factors tend to 
slow the formation of new 
companies. 

Among the business own¬ 
ers who were surveyed, 
nearly eight in 10 said they 
favor a higher local mini¬ 
mum wage well above the 
federal baseline of $7.25 
an hour. Focus groups con¬ 
ducted as part of Gold¬ 
man's survey indicate that 
smaller companies believe 
wages have failed to keep 
pace with the costs of liv¬ 
ing and the retention of 
employees. 

Just 20% of the surveyed 
business owners said they 
felt that Trump's 2017 tax 
cut would increase their 
companies’ growth, ac¬ 
cording to the online sur¬ 
vey of 2,285 alumni of the 
Goldman program. Social 
and demographic forces 
are also thought to be lim¬ 
iting opportunities for en¬ 
trepreneurs and smaller 
companies. America is ag¬ 
ing, many young adults are 


weighed down by student 
debt and larger retailers 
have used their scale to of¬ 
fer lower prices than small¬ 
er companies can afford to 
do so. Roughly two-thirds of 
the decline in startups be¬ 
tween the late 1970s and 
2007 resulted from a slow¬ 
down in the growth of the 
U.S. workforce, according 
to research by Fatih Kara- 
han of the Federal Reserve 
Bank of New York, Benja¬ 
min Pugsley of the Univer¬ 
sity of Notre Dame and Ay- 
segul Sahin of the University 
of Texas-Austin. 

But the recovery from the 
Great Recession, which 
was induced by the hous¬ 
ing bust, also reordered 
the economy in ways that 
complicated the creation 
of smaller businesses. Sev¬ 
eral sectors of the econo¬ 
my enjoyed no rebound at 
all in company formations 
compared with the num¬ 
ber of business closures. 

The economy now includes 
116,459 fewer construction 
companies than it did in 
2007, a roughly 15% de¬ 
cline, according to the 
Census Bureau. There are 
54,045 fewer retailers that 
employ fewer than 20 peo¬ 
ple, a consequence in part 
of a shift to online shopping 
and the rise of national 
chain stores. More than 
26,000 small manufacturers 
have shuttered. 

The spillover effects have 
had damaging conse¬ 
quences in many cases. 
Downtowns in the industrial 
Midwest have empty store¬ 
fronts. Home construction 
has been relatively weak, 
causing prices to acceler¬ 
ate. This has limited afford¬ 
ability and made it harder 
for people to join the mid¬ 
dle class through home 
ownership. □ 


Survey: US services sector expands 
at faster pace in August 


By BANI SAPRA 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
services expanded at a 
stronger pace in August, 
driven by an uptick in 
business activity and new 
orders. 

The Institute for Supply 
Management, an as¬ 
sociation of purchasing 
managers, says that its 
non-manufacturing index 


rose to 56.4 from 53.7 in 
July after two months of 
cooler growth. Readings 
above 50 signal growth. 
Services make up the bulk 
of US economic activity, 
so the results are a reas¬ 
suring signal of continued 
economic strength. While 
services companies sur¬ 
veyed express their con¬ 
cern over tariffs and geo¬ 
political uncertainty, they 


appear so far to have 
avoided the challenges 
faced by the manufac¬ 
turing sector. 

The index's measures 
of business activity and 
new orders drove the 
rebound, climbing by 
8.4 and 6.2 percentage 
points. Hiring activity fell 
by 3.1 points as employ¬ 
ment grew at a slower 
pace.Q 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★★★ 9/06 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Word of disgust 
5 Ladder piece 
9 Take five 
13 Coffee sweetener 

15 Aspirin or Nuprin 

16 Charlie Chaplin’s 
prop 

17 Sudden voltage 
increase 

18 Motorist’s expense 

20 Faucet 

21 Gunfighter 
Holliday 

23 Business alliance 

24 Two strokes 
under par 

26 Big fast-food 
burger 

27 _ over; delivered 
29 Slyness 

32 Sanctuary table 

33 Facial feature 

35_-jongg 

37 Skinny 

38 QB tackles 

39 Youthful 

40 Farm bird 

41 Line of travel 

42 Ice cream portion 

43 Kathmandu 
resident 

45 Pure; virtuous 

46 Get _ of; throw 
away 

47 Wanders 

48 St. Francis’ home 

51 Pen contents 

52 “What’ll 

Irving Berlin song 
55 Unfinished 
business 
58 Diminished 

60 Pea casings 

61 Chess piece 

62 Coleslaw, e.g. 

63 Stick around 

64 Convince 

65 Baseball team 

DOWN 

1 Take a nap 

2 Like the sea 

3 Fluid made from 
pine tree resin 
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4 Droop 

5 Nutmeg or 
paprika 

6 The _ Man; 
“The Wizard of 
Oz” role 

7 Golfer Ernie 

8 Falls fast & 
straight down 

9 Rarely seen 

10 Powdered drink 

11A single time 

12 One’s equal 

14 Account book 

19 Within handy 

22 Antique 

25 West 

27 Corned beef 
concoction 

28 Tim or Woody 

29 Nobleman 

30 Out of the 
question 

31 Fortune-teller’s 
deck 

33 Hawaiian island 

34 Next month: 
abbr. 


Thursday’s Puzzle Solved 
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36 Excessive 47 Dangerous 

publicity 48 “Heidi” setting 

38 Army personnel 49 Chimney residue 

39 Illegal way to 50 _ pop; soft drink 

make money 53 Deceased 

41 Elevate 542:1, e.g. 

42 Malt shop orders 56 Presently 

44 Persnickety 57 _ 180; flip-flop 

45 Swindle 59 Forbid entry to 
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Squirrels, bees could 
get US aid but not 
Yellowstone’s bison 

By MATTHEW BROWN 
Associated Press 
BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) — U S. 

wildlife officials rejected 
petitions Thursday to pro¬ 
tect Yellowstone National 
Park’s storied bison herds 
but pledged to consider 
more help for two other 
species — a tiny, endan¬ 
gered squirrel in Arizona 
and bees that pollinate 
rare desert flowers in Ne¬ 
vada. 

Wildlife advocates have 
campaigned for decades 
to halt the routine slaugh¬ 
ter of bison migrating out of 
Yellowstone to reach their 
winter grazing grounds in 
Montana. 

The burly animals, also 
known as buffalo, once 
numbered in the tens of 
millions before overhunting 
reduced them to just a few 
small herds. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service rebuffed calls for 
special protections for Yel¬ 
lowstone bison in 2015 but 
was forced to reconsider 
under a U.S. District Court 
order issued last year. 

Wildlife service spokes¬ 
woman Jennifer Strickland 
said there’s no scientific 
information showing bison 
should be treated as a 
threatened species. 

The park's slaughter pro¬ 
gram, along with hunting 
of the animals in Montana, 
is meant to prevent the 
spread of the disease bru¬ 
cellosis, which can cause 
bison, elk and cattle to 
abort their young. 

“The overall numbers of 
bison are stable despite 
culling and the presence 
of brucellosis,” Strickland 
said, adding that the park 
has as many bison as it can 
hold. 

Darrell Geist with the Buffa¬ 
lo Field Campaign said the 
government's decision ig¬ 
nored the fact that one of 
the park’s two major bison 
herds has been in steep 
decline, which Geist said 
could have implications for 
the herd’s genetic health. 

The so-called central herd 
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declined from more than 

3.500 animals in 2006 to 847 
in 2017, according to park 
biologists. 

Yellowstone's northern 
herd grew from about 

1.500 bison to almost 4,000 
over that time period. 
Regarding the Mount Gra¬ 
ham red squirrel of eastern 
Arizona, officials agreed 
to consider whether more 
habitat protections are 
needed. Weighing a mere 
8 ounces, the squirrels are 
found solely in the Pinaleno 
Mountains. 

Fires, roads and develop¬ 
ments including a Univer¬ 
sity of Arizona telescope 
complex have impacted 
the squirrel's range. An es¬ 
timated 75 remain in the 
wild. 

Wildlife advocates con¬ 
tend the squirrels’ only 
hope is the removal of the 
telescopes, some nearby 
recreational cabins and a 
bible camp in the area. 

“It’s an incredibly precari¬ 
ous situation,” said Robin 
Silver of the Center for 
Biological Diversity, which 
sued government officials 
last year to force a decision 
on the group’s 2017 peti¬ 
tion for more habitat pro¬ 
tections. “If you want to try 
to have these animals sur¬ 
vive you have to remove 
those structures." 


In this Feb. 12, 2011 file photo 
a bison from Yellowstone 
National Park walks through 
the snow shortly before being 
shot and killed during a hunt 
by members of an American 
Indian tribe, near Gardiner, 
Mont. 

Associated Press 

In Nevada, officials said the 
Mojave poppy bee faces 
potential threats from graz¬ 
ing, gypsum mining, rec¬ 
reation and competition 
from honeybees. Its survival 
is closely linked to two rare 
desert poppy flowers in the 
Mojave Desert. 

Federal law allows citizens 
to petition for plants and 
animals to get protections 
under the Endangered 
Species Act. 

The positive finding on the 
petitions for the poppy bee 
and red squirrel means of¬ 
ficials will conduct more 
intensive reviews before is¬ 
suing final decisions.^ 
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HEALTH 

DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Dakota Tel. 588 7364 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicolas 584 5000 

Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



September 10 

Freedom of the Seas 

September 11 

Monarch 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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AP-NORC Poll: Most Americans see weather disasters worsening 



Tony Pagan, left, helps a friend set sandbags in place over a plastic tarp on the back door as they 
prepare to evacuate before Hurricane Dorian arrives with its storm surge and tropical storm winds, 
Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2019, in Tybee Island, Ga. 


BY SETH BORENSTEIN and 
HANNAH FINGERHUT 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Near¬ 
ly three-quarters of Ameri¬ 
cans see weather disasters, 
like Hurricane Dorian, wors¬ 
ening and most of them 
blame global warming to 
some extent, a new poll 
finds. 

And scientists say they're 
right. 

The Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs Re¬ 
search survey shows 72% 
of Americans think cata¬ 
strophic weather is more 
severe, while 4% see it as 
less nasty. About one-quar¬ 
ter say those disasters are 
about as extreme as they 
always were. 

Half of those who think 
weather disasters are 
worsening say it's mainly 
because of man-made 
climate change, with an¬ 
other 37% who think natu¬ 
ral randomness and global 
warming are equally to 
blame. 

The poll was conducted in 
mid-August before Dorian 
formed, pummeled the 
Bahamas and put much 
of the U.S. East Coast on 
edge. 

"We continue to loot our 
environment and it causes 
adverse weather," said 
John Mohr, a 57-year-old 
self-described moderate 
Republican in Wilmington, 
North Carolina, where he 
was bracing for Dorian's ar¬ 
rival. 

On Tybee Island, Georgia, 
Tony and Debbie Pagan 
said they rarely worried 
about hurricanes after buy¬ 
ing their home nearly 50 
years ago. 

Hurricane David in 1979 
and Floyd in 1999 threat¬ 
ened them but did little 
damage. The last four years 
haven't been so kind. 
Hurricane Matthew raked 
the island in 2016 and 


pushed several inches of 
floodwater into the Pa¬ 
gans’ low-lying house. Hur¬ 
ricane Irma the following 
year sent 2 feet of water 
surging into the home. And 
this year Hurricane Dorian 
threatened, but didn't hit. 
"This is climate change, 
though President Trump 
denies that it is," Tony Pa¬ 
gan, a 69-year-old retired 
electrician said as he and 
his wife finished packing 
to leave Wednesday. "He 
needs to open his eyes." 
Majorities of adults across 
demographic groups think 
weather disasters are get¬ 
ting more severe, accord¬ 
ing to the poll. College- 
educated Americans are 
slightly more likely than 
those without a degree to 
say so, 79% versus 69%. 

But there are wide differ¬ 
ences in assessments by 
partisanship. Nine in 10 
Democrats think weather 
disasters are more extreme, 
compared with about half 
of Republicans. 

Americans this summer also 
are slightly more likely to 


say disasters are more se¬ 
vere when compared with 
a similarly worded question 
asked after hurricanes in 
2013 and 2017. 

"People are catching up 
with the science! Extreme 
events are always partly 
due to natural variability, 
but we do think many are 
increasing in frequency be¬ 
cause of climate change," 
Cornell University climate 
scientist Natalie Mahowald 
said in an email. 

It's more than hurricanes. 
A recent United Nations 
Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change report 
found that heat waves are 


Associated Press 

happening more often, 
are nastier and last longer, 
while heavy downpours 
are increasing globally, 
said NASA and Columbia 
University climate scientist 
Cynthia Rosenzweig. 

Chris Dennis, a 50-year-old 
registered nurse and self- 
described liberal Demo¬ 
crat in Greenville, South 
Carolina, said he is seeing 
more intense and more 
frequent weather disasters 
than in the past. 

"Years ago, we didn't hear 
of these kinds of storms, at 
least that frequently," Den¬ 
nis said, taking a break 
from watching the CNN 


forum on climate change 
for Democratic presiden¬ 
tial candidates. He said he 
kept noticing the damning 
statistics on carbon dioxide 
put in the air, saying the 
"numbers are cranking up 
like the national debt clock 
... that's pretty significant 
what we're doing to our 
environment." 

Scientific studies indicate a 
warming world has slightly 
stronger hurricanes, but 
they don't show an increase 
in the number storms hitting 
land, Colorado State Uni¬ 
versity hurricane researcher 
Phil Klotzbach said. He said 
the real climate change 
effect causing more dam¬ 
age is storm surge from 
rising seas, wetter storms 
dumping more rain and 
more people living in vul¬ 
nerable areas. 

Not everyone sees climate 
change making weather 
worse. 

Though she's weary of 
dealing with storms three of 
the past four years, Sandy 
Cason of Tybee Island said 
she's not ready to blame 
climate change. She noted 
Georgia got hit by several 
powerful hurricanes in the 
1800s. 

"If you go back and read, 
it's a cyclical thing. It re¬ 
ally is," Cason said. "If you 
read enough about the 
old storms, I don't think you 
can" attribute the most 
recent storms to climate 
change.Q 



Rare, two-headed rattlesnake 
found in New Jersey forest 


PEMBERTON TOWNSHIP, 
N.J. (AP) — It looks like 
something from a sci¬ 
ence fiction movie. 

A newborn two-headed 
timber rattlesnake has 
been found in New Jer¬ 
sey's Pine Barrens. Her- 
petological Associates of 
Burlington County CEO 
Bob Zappalorti says the 
snake has two brains and 
each head acts indepen¬ 
dently of the other. 

Two employees at the 
organization spotted the 
reptile in a nest where 
a timber rattlesnake 
was giving birth late last 



This August 2019 photo provided by Herpetological Associates, 
Inc. shows a newborn two-headed timber rattlesnake which 
was found in New Jersey's Pine Barren. 

Associated Press 


month. 

Zappalorti tells NJ Ad¬ 
vance Media it's the 
only two-headed timber 
rattlesnake ever found 


in New Jersey. He says it 
likely wouldn't be able 
to survive in the wild be¬ 
cause its heads could get 
snagged on something.Q 





























PEOPLE & ARTS I * 29 


FRIDAY 6 SEPTEMBER 2019 


Broadway secret: A frequent flyer program for theater fans 



This Jan. 19, 2012 file photo shows a theatergoer buying Broadway tickets in New York. 

Associated Press 


By MARK KENNEDY 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — This past 
spring, dance teacher 
Donna Cory and one of her 
students took in the new 
“Oklahoma!” revival on 
Broadway. 

They thought the musical 
was bold and historic and 
urgently current. But per¬ 
haps one of the coolest 
things about the experi¬ 
ence was the cost — $0. 
Cory is one of millions taking 
advantage of a somewhat 
uncelebrated loyalty plan 
called Audience Rewards, 
a sort of frequent flyer pro¬ 
gram for theater fans. 
Members earn points that 
can be redeemed for seats 
to upcoming shows, mer¬ 
chandise or — if enough 
points are hoarded — 
special master classes by 
Broadway insiders, behind- 
the-scenes tours or meet- 
and-greets with celebrities 
like Jake Gyllenhaal or Lau¬ 
ra Benanti. 

Cory, a high school arts 
teacher who lives in south¬ 
ern California, often re¬ 
deems her points by unself¬ 
ishly sending her students 
and former students to 
once-in-a-lifetime experi¬ 
ences, like master dance 
classes hosted by “Wicked” 
or “A Bronx Tale.” 

“I could spend my points on 
autographed posters, but I 
have a house full of that,” 
she said. “It's time to give 
back. I had some amazing 
high school teachers. You 
pass it on.” 


The free program connects 
users to ticket sellers like 
Telecharge or Ticketmas- 
ter. Users just need to plug 
in their unique Audience 
Rewards number and ev¬ 
ery dollar they spend buy¬ 
ing tickets earns at least 
two so-called ShowPoints. 
Some shows offer 1,000 to 
3,000 bonus points, mean¬ 
ing first-time users can im¬ 
mediately accrue cheaper 
tickets the next time they 
see a show. There’s even 
a section for fans to earn 
points by answering trivia 
questions. 

Katie Dalton, the senior 
vice president of Audience 
Rewards, said the program 
is a powerful marketing tool 
that taps into avid theater 
fans. It started 10 years 


ago and has 2.6 million 
members. That compares 
with 14.8 million attending 
shows last season. 

Dalton said she has even 
tagged along on a back- 
stage tour of “Wicked" and 
“had that life-changing, 
wide-eyed moment even 
though that’s what I do for 
a living.” 

“What we are offering is the 
chance for an everyday 
fan who just loves Broad¬ 
way to be able to access 
this stuff as a result of loving 
Broadway,” she said. 

The program leverages a 
unique coalition that in¬ 
cludes the owners of all 41 
Broadway theaters — in¬ 
cluding the Nederlander, 
Shubert and Jujamcyn 
chains — as well as off- 


Broadway theaters, caba¬ 
rets and the Metropolitan 
Opera. Unlike most loyalty 
programs that try to keep 
members flying a specific 
airline or using a bank’s 
credit card. Audience Re¬ 
wards doesn’t limit options 
to a single business. 

VIPs — or those who bag 
10,000 points in a year — 
can bid on special events, 
which in the past have 
included a walk-on role 
at “Rock of Ages,” pup¬ 
pet classes at “Avenue Q” 
and pie-baking classes at 
“Waitress.” This month, VIPs 
get a chance to meet Gyl¬ 
lenhaal and Tom Sturridge 
(co-starring in “Sea Wall/A 
Life”) — as long as they are 
willing to cash in at least 
15,000 points and pay $50. 


Cory, the teacher in Califor¬ 
nia, accrues points during 
every spring break when 
she takes seniors in her 
highest dance classes to 
New York for classes, tours 
and shows. “I'm actively 
using them as a teaching 
tool," she said. 

Charles Flateman, the Shu¬ 
bert Organization's senior 
vice president of market¬ 
ing and CEO of Audience 
Rewards, said the program 
allows superfans unprec¬ 
edented access usually re¬ 
served for the super-rich or 
the politically connected. 
“These are bucket-list items 
for people except that you 
get to fill that bucket over 
and over because every 
time you go to a show, 
you're further on your way 
to doing something spe¬ 
cial,” he said. 

What’s in it for Broadway 
shows? For one, people 
tend to spend more in a 
loyalty program than if 
they're discount hunters. 
And producers can influ¬ 
ence behavior, like con¬ 
vincing members to go see 
a show on a rainy Wednes¬ 
day night in September 
by upping the number of 
points earned. 

“The market responds. It 
makes a difference and 
it helps them fill up those 
tough evenings,” said Flate¬ 
man. “What we wanted to 
do from the beginning is 
to reward patrons for their 
loyalty and encourage 
them to go to shows more 
often."□ 


Dystopian and watery Earth hosts ‘After the Flood’ 


By LINCEE RAY 
Associated Press 

“After the Flood," by Kas- 
sandra Montag (William 
Morrow) In her debut novel, 
“After the Flood,” Kassan- 
dra Montag explores the 
social impact of climate 
change in a dystopian fu¬ 
ture where the Earth's sur¬ 
face is covered in water. 
Readers can expect ad¬ 
venture, suspense and har¬ 
rowing tales on the high 
seas through this watery 
journey. 

With invaluable instruction 
from her grandfather, 

Myra and her family were 
able to somewhat prepare 



This cover image released by 
William Morrow shows “After 
the Flood,” a novel by Kas- 
sandra Montag. 

Associated Press 


for the flood. After endur¬ 
ing the devastating, life¬ 
changing event, 

Myra is gutted when her 
husband cracks under the 
pressure of the new world. 
He takes their daughter. 
Row, to escape to high¬ 
er ground, leaving Myra 
pregnant with their second 
child. 

Myra uses the fishing and 
boating skills her grandfa¬ 
ther taught her to survive. 
With one daughter by her 
side, 

Myra and young Pearl sail 
over regions of what used 
to be the United States, 
hoping for a hearty catch 


that can be traded for ba¬ 
sic needs. While on land, 
Myra learns through dan¬ 
gerous circumstances that 
Row has been spotted in 
The Valley. It becomes her 
life mission to find Row and 
bring her home. 
Unfortunately, in order to 
get to The Valley, rumor 
has it that sailors must cross 
treacherous waters and 
evade raiders while with¬ 
standing freezing tempera¬ 
tures. 

Myra knows she can’t do 
it alone, but in a serendipi¬ 
tous moment, she, Pearl 
and a new navigator friend 
named Daniel are rescued 


by a crew looking to devel¬ 
op a new colony. 

Myra convinces the cap¬ 
tain to move north, even 
though everyone aboard 
questions if the risk is too 
great. As it turns out, the ru¬ 
mors were true and danger 
awaits at every turn. 
Although “After the Flood” 
is a dystopian survival story. 
Montag masters the art of 
investigating the intricacies 
of everyday life. 

Who can you trust? 

What will you risk? 

What is your definition of 
family? And how much will 
you sacrifice to protect the 
ones you love?Q 
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At Toronto, audiences to feast on a fall film omnibus 


By JAKE COYLE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — When a 
movie first comes in con¬ 
tact with an audience, 
strange things can hap¬ 
pen. Take, for instance, the 
case of “Dolemite,” Rudy 
Ray Moore’s classic 1975 
Blaxploitation film. 

A shambling, cheaply 
made, mostly non-profes¬ 
sional production seemed 
surely headed for the dust¬ 
bin before a crowded the¬ 


ater got a look at it — and 
loved it. A cult sensation 
was born. 

The story of that quixotic 
movie, and of Moore's 
whole-body transforma¬ 
tion into his famous pimp 
alter ego, is told in Craig 
Brewer’s “Dolemite Is My 
Name.” Led by a radiant 
performance by a rejuve¬ 
nated Eddie Murphy, it's 
a loving portrait of fly-by- 
the-seat-of-your-pants film- 
making and the unpredict- 
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This image released by Netflix shows Eddie Murphy in a scene from “Dolemite Is My Name,” which 
will be shown at the Toronto Film Festival. 


able, transformative nature 
of movie theaters. 
“Dolemite Is My Name” — 
along with 132 other world 
premieres — will make its 
own collision with movie¬ 
goers later this week at the 
Toronto International Film 
Festival. Beginning Thurs¬ 
day, some 245 films are set 
to unspool in Toronto, North 
America's largest film festi¬ 
val — a red-carpeted om¬ 
nibus of nearly all the fall’s 
biggest movies. 

“I’m curious what an audi¬ 
ence of film lovers will think. 
At least for me, it’s a love 
letter to that spirit of guer¬ 
rilla filmmaking and inde¬ 
pendent filmmaking,” says 
Brewer, who grew up in 
Memphis, Tennessee, mak¬ 
ing shorts, as he says, with 
a pawn shop-bought video 
camera. 

Of course, the theatrical 
experience exalted in To¬ 
ronto is under siege from 
a number of directions, 
among them Netflix, which 
releases some films for a 
shortened window in the¬ 
aters and others directly 
to its streaming platform. 
For all its celebration of an¬ 
other age of moviemaking, 
“Dolemite Is My Name” is a 
Netflix release — an irony 
Brewer says isn’t lost on the 
streaming company. 

“It was perhaps different 
from some of their other 
movies that maybe they 
would have been inspired 
to release theatrically. It’s 


not so much like ‘Roma’ 
where you're like, ‘Oh, 

I wish I could see it on a 
large screen,”’ says Brew¬ 
er, whose film will open 
in theaters Oct. 4. “What 
they were seeing is, ‘Oh 
my God, we've never seen 
crowds react this way.'" 
Coming close on the heels 
of the Venice and Tellu- 
ride festivals, Toronto dif¬ 
fers from those launching 
pads in one dramatic as¬ 
pect: It has a city teeming 
with real audiences. Actual 
ticket-buying people, not 
just well-dressed insiders 
and critics. That has made 
TIFF, now in its 44th year, not 
just an Oscar-season bell¬ 
wether but a vital proving 
ground for those films first 
appearing — among them 
“A Beautiful Day in the 
Neighborhood,” "Knives 
Out,” "Harriet,” "Jojo Rab¬ 
bit” — and those that have 
already garnered warm 
notices in Telluride and 
Venice, including “Joker,” 
"A Marriage Story,” "Ford 
v. Ferrari,” "Waves” and 
“The Two Popes.” 

“You're not just screening 
for a room full of critics and 
agents and producers, but 
you get a reaction from an 
audience that represents a 
little more of how the world 
might respond to your 
movie. That’s exciting,” 
says Destin Daniel Cretton, 
whose “Just Mercy" is one 
of the festival's most an¬ 
ticipated premieres. “Espe- 


Associated Press 

dally for this film, which at 
its core we definitely made 
for everybody.” 

“Just Mercy,” starring Mi¬ 
chael B. Jordan as activist- 
lawyer Bryan Stevenson, 
won’t be released until 
Dec. 25. 

But for many films, espe¬ 
cially those expected to 
contend for Academy 
Awards, the already-trun¬ 
cated awards season (the 
Oscars will be held Feb. 9) 
means a sped-up race. 
And Toronto has regularly 
been an important gate¬ 
way. Last year's conten¬ 
tious best picture winner, 
“Green Book,” premiered 
at TIFF where it won the fes¬ 
tival’s top honor: the Peo¬ 
ple's Choice Award. 

As proof of the significance 
of Toronto audiences, 
every Toronto audience- 
award winner in the past 
decade has scored a best 
picture nomination. 

The festival reflects the di¬ 
verse city of Toronto, says 
Cameron Bailey, artistic di¬ 
rector and co-head of the 
festival. This year's program 
features 36% films directed 
by women, a rate higher 
than many other major film 
festivals. 

And while festivals like Ven¬ 
ice have programmed films 
by controversial filmmakers 
like Roman Polanski and 
Nate Parker, Toronto has 
charted a different path, 
making inclusivity a focal 
point.□ 
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Tucker is still bold, brash, but enjoying a fresh start 


the early ‘90s, like “Down full of details and referenc- 
To My Last Teardrop” and es to her childhood, her 
“Two Sparrows in a Hurri- love of horses and her fam- 
cane.” ily. On the first song, “Mus- 

But the deaths of her father tang Ridge,” she sings, “A 



In this Aug. 20, 2019, photo, Tanya Tucker sits for a portrait session in Nashville, Tenn., to promote 
her new album, ‘While I'm Livin'. 

Associated Press 


By KRISTIN M. HALL 
Associated Press 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — At 

her publicist's office on Mu¬ 
sic Row, Tanya Tucker was 
fielding questions from re¬ 
porters and posing for pho¬ 
tos wearing pink hair and 
a blue, wide-brimmed hat 
while a documentary crew 
followed her around. 

The 60-year-old singer 
proudly mentioned to a 
photographer that she 
recently showed Tim Mc- 
Graw she could still do the 
splits. 

With her first album of new 
songs in 17 years, “While I’m 
Livin’,” out on Friday, Tuck¬ 
er is in the spotlight again. 
And while being rebellious 
is part of her DNA, this time 
she's ready to make nice. 
“I’m not 20 anymore. It's 
obvious. But I’m just trying 
to do what’s expected of 
me, and that’s never usu¬ 
ally my case,” Tucker said. 
From the beginning of her 
career, Tucker has chal¬ 
lenged the standards of 
how women in country mu¬ 
sic were supposed to look, 
sing and act in their per¬ 
sonal lives. 

While she had 10 No. 1 
country hits and 40 songs in 
the top 10, and won CMA 
female vocalist of the year 
in 1991, what has come to 
define her most is the tab¬ 
loid image earned by her 
brashness, bawdiness, love 
affairs with other singers, 
athletes and actors, and 
rehab. 

“She is well known for hav¬ 
ing a complicated life, a 
complicated relationship 
with drugs,” said Grammy- 
winning singer-songwriter 
Brandi Carlile, who helped 
co-produce and co-write 
the new album. 

Country music “goes so far 
as to make heroes out of 
the men that have lives like 
that,” she added. 

But even as some of Tuck¬ 
er's contemporaries like 
Dolly Parton and Loretta 
Lynn were lauded as icons, 
Tucker's contributions 
weren't as well remem¬ 
bered in the ensuing de¬ 
cades. She’s never been 
asked to join the Country 
Music Flail of Fame, for in¬ 
stance, despite a long ca¬ 
reer. 

Tucker was barely a teen¬ 


ager when she made her 
first splash on the music 
scene. 

“When Billy Sherrill and I cut 
‘Delta Dawn,’ I remember 


him telling everybody, ‘I 
don't want it known that 
she’s only 13. I want to 
keep that a secret a little 
while, as long as we can,”’ 
said Tucker. 

Sherrill, her producer, want¬ 
ed people to hear the hus¬ 
ky-voiced Texas singer first 
and not see her as just an 
oddity. 

The song become her 
first hit, in 1972, and her 
most recognizable song. 
It earned her the cover of 
“Rolling Stone." 

By the late ‘70s, her image 
had turned from innocent 
to scandalous, with her 
rock album “TNT” and its 
photo of Tucker wearing a 
skin-tight, red body stock¬ 
ing. 

“I just wish I knew where 
that little red suit was. I'd 
like to see if I can still put 
this in it," Tucker now jokes. 
She later noted that it was 
probably one of her worst 
records. 

Then there was the tumul¬ 
tuous love affair with Glen 
Campbell, who was 20 
years older than she was. 
They both had their addic¬ 
tions and “it snowballed,” 
Tucker said succinctly. 

She rebounded with a string 
of hits on country radio in 


and mother in 2009 and 
2016 weighed on her, and 
she stopped recording for 
a long time. Shooter Jen¬ 
nings, son of Waylon Jen¬ 
nings and a producer as 
well, had been trying to 
persuade Tucker to return 
to the studio, and he found 
an ally in Carlile. 

Tucker didn’t know who 
Carlile was, but soon 
learned that Carlile was just 
as headstrong as Tucker 
could be. 

Jennings introduced them 
via text, messaging them 
both in a group chat. Tuck¬ 
er, apparently unaware 
that Carlile was included 
in the chat, wrote back, 
“Who is this Brandi b—?” 
“She wasn't that into talk¬ 
ing to me or even having 
me work on writing songs 
for her,” Carlile said. “I took 
that as a challenge.” 

But once Jennings and 
Carlile brought Tucker into 
Sunset Sound studio, she 
felt more at home. 

It reminded her of record¬ 
ing her first album with Sher¬ 
rill, when they recorded live 
without overdubbing. 
Carlile and her longtime 
co-writers and vocal part¬ 
ners Tim and Phil Hanseroth 
wrote songs just for Tucker, 


woman's life ain’t just a list 
of the worst things she has 
done/I leave you now with 
a heart of stone/Sometimes 
the past is hard to outrun.” 
Tucker also covers Miranda 
Lambert’s hit “The House 
That Built Me,” to the glee 
of Lambert, who considers 
her a musical hero. 

The album’s title and final 
song was inspired by an 
idea from Tucker. 

They were talking about 
sending flowers to a fu¬ 
neral, but Tucker remarked 
she'd rather have flowers 
while she was still alive to 
enjoy them. 

The song, “Bring My Flowers 
Now,” features a simple pi¬ 
ano track, and has Tucker 
reflecting on the long shad¬ 
ow of the miles she’s trav¬ 
eled, and the regrets and 
joys of a life well lived. 

For a woman whose life 
has been reinvented over 
and over. Tucker has even 
surprised herself with this al¬ 
bum, thanks to her champi¬ 
ons in Carlile, the Hanseroth 
twins and Jennings. 

“This album, and it really 
sounds kind of funny to me 
to say that, but to me it's a 
start,” Tucker said. 

“Even after all I’ve done, 
this is the start."□ 



This Jan. 26, 2014 file photo 
shows songwriter LaShawn 
Daniels, right, and his wife 
April Daniels at the 56th 
annual Grammy Awards in 
Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 

Grammy- 
winning 
songwriter 
LaShawn 
Daniels dies 
in car crash 

Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — 

LaShawn Daniels, a 
Grammy Award-winning 
songwriter who penned 
songs for Beyonce, Whit¬ 
ney Houston and Lady 
Gaga has died. He was 
41. 

Daniels’ wife April said 
in a statement that her 
husband died in a car 
accident Tuesday in 
South Carolina. 

He earned a Grammy in 
2001 for his songwriting 
work on Destiny Child's 
“Say My Name." 

Daniels co-wrote sever¬ 
al Grammy-nominated 
songs including Tamar 
Braxton’s “Love and 
War,” Toni Braxton’s “He 
Wasn’t Man Enough” 
and “The Boy is Mine,” 
a track featuring Brandy 
and Monica. 

He also contributed on 
Beyonce’s “Telephone," 
Jennifer Lopez’s “If You 
Had My Love” and Mi¬ 
chael Jackson’s “You 
Rock My World.” 

His wife, April Daniels, 
called her husband a 
“man of extraordinary 
faith and a pillar in our 
family."□ 
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